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I 

Mishap of the Songs 

Yahweh sitteth as king for ever: 

He will minister judgment to the peoples in up- 
righteousness. 

Yahweh also will be a high tower for the op- 
pressed; 

And they that know thy name will put their trust 
in thee; 

For thou, Yahweh, hast not forsaken them that 
seek thee; 

Sing praises to Yahweh; 

Declare among the people his doings. 

He forgetteth not the cry of the poor. 

Yahweh hath made himself known. 

For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 

Nor the expectation of the poor perish forever. 

Let the nations know themselves to be but men. 

— Psalm 9.i 

UNDOUBTEDLY the coming of democracy into 
its heritage has been delayed by a mishap with 
regard to its songs. Not merely delay, but 
incalculable suffering has been occasioned by this 
misadventure. 

The delay has been innocent enough. No charge 
can be preferred against anybody for keeping back the 
songs from the people. From the nature of the case 
it could hardly have been otherwise. The fact simply 
stands, that songs upon songs which express the 
passionate beating of the hearts of the people for theo- 
cratic democracy, — ^that is to say, for just govern- 
ment, pure democracy under God, — ^have miscarried. 
And yet the songs have not been lost. It is even to 



1 Compare American Revised Bible, New York, 1901, for changes made 
in translation in the present work. 

(5) 
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be said that in an inferior form they repose on some 
shelf in almost every home of every enlightened land 
in Christendom. In thousands and tens of thousands 
of homes that are bursting for song — often directly 
before the eyes of the people — ^the most inspiring 
poetry of the human heart, the most transcendent 
literature of the triumphs of human instinct, is at 
hand, unrecognized. 

This is so, very largely because titles have been 
given the songs that are misleading, and because words 
have been put into the songs that are misleading. 
From the nature of the case these alterations have 
rather tended to create, either indifference and con- 
fusion, or false security and unfruitful speculation. 
Again it must be said that blame can attach to no one 
for these alterations. The songs are very old. They 
fell into the hands of men who were limited in their 
information. These men were at a loss as to how to 
mark and classify the songs. The prevailing opinion 
was, that the name of a great singer of antiquity could 
safely be written as part of the title of many of the 
songs. This notwithstanding the fact that centuries 
had elapsed between the death of the singer and the 
writing of the songs. 

But the singer was a king ; while the songs that were 
inspired long after his death, were songs that breathed 
the aspirations of a people that yearned for democracy. 
The people were Jewish by race, and as such they knew 
that time had overthrown these principles. Democ- 
racy, they knew, had been won and lost by their race. 
In the far centuries of the past, feeling their need of 
a military arm, and urged on by their leaders, the 
people had voluntarily placed themselves at the beck 
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and call of an absolute system under a king. This 
choice of political absolutism had indeed received the 
protest of the best and noblest of Israel's judges, 
Samuel, but the protest had fallen on deaf ears. Only 
that the passing centuries might witness the fulfilment 
of Samuel's prophecy to the letter. (I. Sam. 8 : 10-20.) 

Time had proved that the military arm was a 
wretched source of protection even under the most 
enlightened form of political absolutism. The royal 
prowess of Israel's hereditary protectors turned out 
neither for the domestic well-being of the race, nor for 
Israel's national existence as such. Israel's absolu- 
tism, as is always the case, had been betrayed by its 
own vices. 

But the Jewish race was possessed of a faith in God 
that was of greater moment to the world at large than 
her mere political existence. It was her faith that on 
the ruins of her national life, out of the hard lessons 
learned by her experiment with absolutism, there could 
be erected in the end a form of government from which 
the lurking vices of injustice and oppression should be 
removed. 

In conceiving this hope, the Jewish mind was not 
deceived as to its origin. Never has there been a race 
of mankind equally sensitive to the source of the 
upspringings of what we call democracy, using the 
word in its broadest sense. Instinctively — in a man- 
ner unique in every sense of the word — ^the Jewish 
mind seized upon the truth, that as surely as there is 
a Creator, the cause of democracy beats at one with 
the divine heart. Nay, even more is to be said. 
Uniquely the Jewish mind, like the sensitised plate of 
the photographic camera, placed itself completely and 
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progressively under the command of the divine Spirit, 
until not merely the law, but the joyous soul of democ- 
racy, was imprinted upon, even unified and immeshed 
with, the Jewish spirit. And so, out of the ashes of 
its own national existence, the true Israel became the 
living embodiment of that deathless form of govern- 
ment which is perhaps best characterized under the 
name of theocratic democracy. 

This hope of the return of the day of the reign of 
the people under God was a royal hope. It could not 
have been other than royal, thus inspired. It ideal- 
ized Grod as king, and so every member of the common- 
wealth as kingly. And for this reason the word 
"kingdom" seemed not inconsistent with the idea of 
the theocracy. 

Very naturally, when the songs of this democracy, 
joyous and free, received their inspiration in the 
sensitive moments of Israel's struggle with political 
despair, the vehicle of words of the Semitic tongue 
failed to carry their clear meaning to the Anglo-Saxon 
translator, if even to the Jewish editor of the songs, 
who gathered them together perhaps two thousand 
years before the Anglo-Saxon scholar came on the 
scene. It could not have been otherwise than that the 
songs of the people, which expressed the joy of their 
spiritual triumph over their thousand years of struggle 
with political absolutism, would require to a degree a 
similar experience on the part of the Anglo-Saxon, 
before the superb nature of this triumph should com- 
municate itself to the Anglo-Saxon mind. 

Only as the world has moved toward the ancient 
Jewish political despair, has it awakened to the fact 
that the world's greatest songs are in the Psalms of 
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Israel, and that these songs are trembling with mean- 
ing for the world in this hour of the trial of democracy. 
Thus far the knowledge has not been general, that 
these songs, perhaps in the main, are community songs. 
The failure of the translation to indicate this fact has 
been critical. It has given an individualistic turn to 
aspirations and resolves that are the ancient expres- 
sions of a people who are buoyed up with the wine of 
a new social hope, following their drinking of the cup 
of autocracy to the dregs. If the pronoun "I'* had been 
translated "we,'* in these songs, where the Almighty is 
not quoted, the increased attraction of the songs to 
the people would have been tremendous. Where the 
pronoun in the first person that relates to the name 
for God is plural in number, the translators have very 
properly rendered the pronoun in the singular ;2 but 
where the pronoun in the first person relates to the 
people in their solidarity, or to the unity of their 
resolve and spirit, the translators, finding the pronoun 
in the singular, have failed to render it, as the sense 
requires, in the plural. This is true not merely of the 
songs but also of the prophecies of the theocracy. The 
result has been a false impetus toward the indi- 
vidualism in religion, and toward autocracy in govern- 
ment. For this reason those who profit by autocracy 
in government, quick to see the weakening of demo- 
cratic faith for the want of inspiring and authoritative 
opinion, have taken pains to foster a literature of in- 
dividualism in religion. Doubtless, in the case of these 
songs, had a change in the structure been of advantage, 
rather than of disadvantage, to absolutism on earth. 



2 Elohim, a word that is translated in the singular in the Bible when 
it refers to God, and in the plural when it refers to the gods, in several 
hundred cases. 
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change in the translation of the text would have been 
made ere this. 

But it is well, in a way, to have made a literal 
translation of the pronouns of the community songs in 
question. Personal values are thus preserved. What 
is needed is not the passing of the individualistic 
translations now in our possession, but a translation 
of the songs designed to interpret the spirit of the 
songs from the point of view of the true community. 

If the student of the songs will remember, that "the 
representation of a body of men as a single being is 
primitive,"^ and that "there are no pre-exilic psalms, 
nor ascertainable fragments of such psalms,"* a most 
extraordinary revival of interest in the songs, as re- 
lated to the kingdom of God, awaits him. 

By rendering the "I-psalms" in the plural, and by 
the understanding that the words, "A Psalm of David," 
is in no sense a psalm by David, but seems best ren- 
dered, "A song of the singers of the descendants of the 
people of David," the reader will find himself habitu- 
ally in command of a key to the spirit of the songs." 

Critical scholarship has essayed to suggest dates for 
the various songs, and it has taken pains to ascertain 
the dates of the various collections of the songs. At 
times we shall examine, or make note of, these dates. 
But the student does not require any very considerable 
knowledge of these dates. It is the solidarity of the 
spirit of theocratic democracy, with its power to lift us 



8 Elcvclopaedia Biblica, London and New York, 1902, iii. 3924.6. 

4 ibid. 3961. 38. 

5 Instances of the fondness of the people for the name 'David* Ions after 
the exile, may be found in the post-exilic scriptures. Tlius, Neh. 3:15, 16, 
we read of "the stairs that go dovm to the city of David;" and of the 
"place over against the sepulchres of David." Extension of David's name 
to the sanctuary, to the choir, to the choir-leader, to the book of the 
•ongs sung, and even to the writer of the songs, seems probable. 
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to our feet, that is the sole reason for attempting our 
recovery of ourselves, and the recovery of the mass of 
the people, to a vivid hope in the triumph of the king- 
dom of God. 

There is an assumption that is essential to a right 
interpretation of the songs. We must assume that the 
songs at all times express the sentiments of a people 
who have made total sacrifice of every honor and of 
every material possession that stands m the way of, or 
that may furnish capital for, the attainment of the 
theocratic hope ; or are willing to make such sacrifice. 
If we miss this kingly vein of the spirit of the people 
who yearn for the theocratic democracy, we miss every- 
thing. Every song is an expression of the spirit of a 
people who will do everjrthing in their power to accom- 
plish the reign of justice and righteousness in the 
earth. If we understand this, we will understand 
everjrthing ; and we will go to the book of songs as we 
go to the national anthems, able to picture to our minds 
the stirring scenes accompanying the singing of the 
songs by vast multitudes of grateful, expectant and 
triumphant peoples. 

II 
Historical Prelude of the Songs 

A BRIEF historical prelude of the songs is of 
/% value. The singers were a community of 
"^ "^people who had made bold to surrender their 
Babylonian honors, sacrificing their wealth. They 
had returned to Palestine with the intention of building 
a true commonwealth upon a democratic system of 
laws, and in accordance with a brotherhood the prin- 
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ciples of which will be sung in their songs. Their aim 
in a line is to erect, 

''Righteous acts and judgments for all that are 
oppressed." (103:6) 

This is both their aim and their theme — ^their 
political heritage — ^the sole reason for their existence. 
Were the world set as a stage, the singers know, it 
would be spellbound to feel the truth of the world's 
cause for which they are sacrificing and singing. The 
singers themselves are caught with the spell, as over 
and over again they will show. Theirs is the chance, 
they know, both to sing and to fulfil the cause of 
equity and justice in plain sight of the world. They 
hold in their papers of State a national commission 
thus to do. The select of their nation, the willing in 
the day of Israel's reconstruction, the small group of 
volunteers out of the twelve tribes, the eager to turn 
the back on Babylon and to risk the long and tedious 
journey, the soul-filled and the talented, who alone can 
sing, and joy, and aspire for liberty and truth — ^these 
are on the way, or have reached, Jerusalem, the for- 
bears of those who will sing in Jerusalem, as they sang 
in their souls in captivity. 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea we wept, 

When we remembered Zion. 

We hanged our harps upon the willows thereof; 

For they there that led us into captivity required of us 

songs, 
And they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying. 
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 
How shall we sing Jehovah's song in a foreign land? (137) 

And their journey-song, and song of songs for the 
democracy under Heaven's smile, is this: — 

Jehovah, who shall sojourn in they tabernacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

They that walk uprightly, and work righteousness. 
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And speak truth in their heart; 

They tiiat slander not with their tong^ie, 

Nor do evil to their neighbor. 

Nor take up a reproach against their neighbor; 

In whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

But who honor them that fear Jehovah; 

They that swear to their own hurt and change not; 

They that put not out their money to interest, 

Nor take reward against the innocent. 

They that do these things shall never be moved. (Ps. 15) 

At once we see, that when these singers are done, 
and their songs are given to the world, they will be 
able to offer the world the challenge of true democracy, 
in the words of Samuel, the noblest of Israel's ancient 
judges : 

Here I am: witness against me before Jehovah, and before 
his anointed: whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? 
Or of whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind mine eyes there- 
with? and I will restore it you. And they said, Thou hast not 
defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken au^ht at 
any man's hand. And he said unto them, Jehovah is witness 
against you, and his anointed is witness against you, that jre 
have not found aught in mine hand. And they said. He is wit- 
ness. (I Sam. 12:3-5)8 

This challenge our singers will offer us in the end; 
but they will offer it from a departure that differs from 
that of Samuel in this particular: in Samuel's case, 
theocratic democracy — ^that is, the Messianic rule of the 
people under God — for the time being had been over- 
ruled. In the case of our singers, this Messianic rule 



6 Observe the perfect response of the song to Heaven's plan for the 
theocratic democracy: Thou shalt not wrong, neither shalt thou oppress: 
For ye were sojourners in the land of Egjrpt. ... Ye shall not afflict 
any widow, or fatherless child. If thou afflict them at all, and they cry 
at all to me, 1 will surely hear their cry; and my wrath shall wax hot. 
If thou lend money to any of my people with thee, thou shalt not be to 
him as a creditor; neither shall ye lay upon him interest. Thou shalt not 
take up a false report; put not thy hand with the wicked to be an un- 
righteous witness. Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither 
shalt thou speak in a cause to turn aside after a multitude to wrest 
justice. Thou shalt not wrest the justice due to thy poor in his cause. 
Keep thee far from a false matter and the innocent and the righteous slay 
thou not; for 1 will not justify the wicked. And thou shalt take no bribe: 
for a bribe blindeth them that have sight, and perverteth the words of the 
righteous. And a sojourner shalt thou not oppress, seeing ye were so- 
journers in the land of Egypt." Ex. 22:21; 23:1-9; 3:9. 
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of the people under God had been restored. After 
Samuel's day, and for reasons inherent in the ancient 
departure, the cause of theocratic democracy was 
hopeless until the day of our singers. Samuel himself, 
in stating the oppressive absolutism that was certain 
to follow their desire for a change from the olden 
democracy, had predicted that this whim would take 
them far afield in point of time ; thus : 

And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the people 
that asked of him a king. And he said, This will be the manner 
of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your sons, 
and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his 
horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots. And he will 
appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fifties; 
and will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and 
to make his instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots. 
And he will take your daughters to be conf ectionaries, and to be 
cooks, and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and your 
vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and give 
them to his servants. And he will take the tenth of your seed, 
and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his serv- 
ants. And he will take your menservants, and your maid- 
servants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put 
them to his work. He will take the tenth of your sheep: and 
ye shall be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day be- 
cause of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the 
Lord will not hear you in that day. (1. Sam. 8 :10) 

But now in our singers' day, there are tens of thou- 
sands of honest hearts that beat as one for the 
restoration of the theocratic rule. How they set out to 
accomplish this rule, and do accomplish it in their day, 
and with what meaning for the world, becomes now 
the theme of their songs. 
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III 
The Stirring Note of the Songs 



THERE is an alert note in the songs that are to 
break now upon us. In a way the stirring songs 
of all lands have something of this note. But 
only in our present songs is it to be heard in full. The 
one clear resounding note of the true commonwealth, 
we may call it. It sounds the clarion siunmons of the 
spirit of democracy in a challenge to the world to find 
any distinction between the truly religious and the 
secular. If there is a joy in the summons, and such 
joy we shall find, it relates to the distinguishing fact of 
the singers behind the songs. The singing Jewish 
community had caught that rarest of the echoes of 
history, that distinctions between the secular and the 
religious are foreign to the spirit of democracy. We 
have been taught otherwise we may think, but that is 
because we are better acquainted with religious foibles 
than with religion. Church and State we may well 
separate ; not so the State and religion. 

This position may not be accepted. It may safely 
rest on its own merits. Suffice it now to accept 
Cheyne's observation: "The distinction between 
secular and religious is foreign to Judaism."^ But the 
stirring note in question as it bursts in our songs. 

Awake up our glory; awake psaltery and harp 

We ourselves will awake right early, 

We will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among 

the peoples: 
We will sing prasises unto thee among the 

nations. 
For thy lovingkindness is great unto the heavens. 
And thy truth unto the skies. (57:8) 



7 Encyclopaedia Biblica, iv., 1903, 4834, §3. 
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Reverberations of this awakening call of the songs 
run through the collection; thus, beginning with the 
seventh psalm: 

Awake for us; thou hast commanded judgment. 
And let the assembly of the people compass thee about; 
And over them return thou on high. 
Jehovah ministereth judgment to the peoples. 

The note has its echo in the third psalm : 

We awaked; for Jehovah sustaineth us. 

We will not be afraid of ten thousands of people that 

have set themselves against us round about. 
Arise, Jehovah; save us, our God. 
Thy blessing be upon thy people. 

Again in the seventeenth : 

As for us, we shall behold thy face in righteousness; 
We shall be satisfied, when we awake, with beholding 
thy form. 

And in the thirty-fifth: 

Stir up thyself and awake to the justice due unto us. 
Even unto our cause, our God and our Lord. 

The cause in jeopardy was the cause of truth and 
democracy. The singers constituted a community of 
people who had voluntarily surrendered their Babylon- 
ian honors, had sacrificed their wealth, and, as we 
have repeatedly said, had returned to Palestine for 
the purpose of building a true commonwealth upon 
a system of laws and in accordance with a brotherhood 
the principles of which will appear in due time in the 
songs. If we miss this nature of the community, we 
miss everything of value. Every song supposes the 
practical features and difficulties attending this adven- 
ture of the community upon pure democracy under 
God. But following through with the soul-stirring 
note: 

For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? 
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There were foes within and foes without for so 
democratic a community : 

The mighty gather themselves together against us: 
Not for our transgression, nor for our sin, Jehovah. 
They run and prepare themselves without our fault: 
Awake thou to help us. (69:3) 

Details these are, of what we should expect in our 
day, should we essay upon establishing brotherly 
dealings one with another at whatever sacrifice of favor 
with prevailing institutions of the community, and at 
every point where we could substitute brotherly co- 
operative principles for the prevailing methods of 
dealing with one another. This unique situation, we 
observe, enables the song to carry the plea that if the 
singers are coming to the higher Power for defense, 
they are coming without fault, and so with confidence. 
They do not look upon themselves as interf erers with 
the existing expedients of society, but upon these hurt- 
ful customs as in enmity with the divine arrangement 
for mankind. The oppression, the pride and the 
scoffing of those who maintain hurtful customs in the 
community, and who are prospered thereby, are among 
the things listed in the 73d psalm, where the stirring 
note is repeated: 

As a dream when one awaketh. 
So, Lord, when thou awakest, 
Thou wilt despise their image, (vs. 20) 

The antagonisms encountered by the theocratic 
democracy are too real to admit of the thought of slug- 
gish forms of assistance ; thus : 

In the day when we call, answer us speedily. (102:2) 

In the 108th psalm the refrain of the 57th psalm is 
repeated : 
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Awake, psaltery and harp: 

We ourselves will awake right early. 

We will give thanks unto thee, Jehovah, among 

the peoples. 
For great is thy lovingkindness above the heavens; 
And thy truth reacheth unto the skies, (vs. 2) 

Everywhere progress by antagonism, perhaps. Cer- 
tainly no turning on the part of the community. At 
all times we behold it ordering its affairs on the basis 
of making no distinction between the secular and the 
religious. Democracy on this basis is the community's 
life. This it will maintain at all hazards. Thus in the 
139th psalm : 

How precious also are thy thoughts unto us, 

OGod! 
If we should count them, they are more in 

number than the sand: 
When we awake, we are still with thee. 
Search us, God, and know our heart; 
Try us, and know our thoughts; 
And see if there be in us any wicked way; 
And lead us in the way everlasting. 

The community was awake for a gpod life. This is 
to be said in sum. The enemy of the good was the 
community's enemy, for it was God's enemy. Thus the 
closing revulsion of the 139th psalm : 

Are we not grieved with those that rise up 
against thee? 
We hate them with perfect hatred : 
They are become our enemies. 

If we have caught somewhat of the force of the 
awakening note of this body of songs, we are prepared 
for the full bursting joy of the singers. Let us put 
ourselves under the spell of this joy now in a chapter 
without comment. 
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IV 

Joy of the Songs 

We will sing unto Jehovah, 

Because he hath dealt bountifully with us. (13:6) 

Be thou exalted, Jehovah, in thy strength: 
So will we sing and praise thy power. (21 :13) 

We will be glad and exult in thee. (9:2) 

We will wash our hands in innocency ; 
So will we compass thine altar, Jehovah; 
That we may make the voice of thanksgiving to be 
heard. (26:6) 

Sing praises unto Jehovah, ye saints of his, 
And give thanks to his holy memorial name. 
Weeping may endure for the night. 
But joy cometh in the morning. ( (30:4) 

These things do we remember, 
How we went with the throng. 
With the voice of joy and praise, a multitude keep- 
ing holiday. (42:4) 

In the gates of the daughter of Zion 
We will rejoice. (9:14) 

When Jehovah bringeth back the captivity of his 

people, 
Then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel be glad. (44:7) 

We have set* Jehovah always before us: 

Because he is at our right hand, we shall not be 
moved. 

Therefore our heart is glad, and our glory re- 
joiceth. 

Thou wilt show us the path of life: 

In thy right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more. (16:8) 

Be glad in Jehovah, and rejoice, ye righteous; 
Sing praises unto him with the psaltery of ten 

strings. 
Give thanks unto Jehovah with the harp. 
Sing unto him a new song; 
Play skillfully with a loud noise. 
Be glad in Jehovah, and rejoice, ye righteous; 
And shout for joy, all ye that are upright in 

heart. (33:1; 32:11) 
Our soul shall make her boast in Jehovah: 
The meek shall hear thereof and be glad. 
Oh magnify Jehovah with us, 
And let us exalt his name together. (34:2) 
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Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favor 

our righteous cause: 
Yea, let them say continually, Jehovah be magnified, 
Who hath pleasure in the prosperity of his 

servants.. (35:27) 

We will offer sacrifices of joy; 
We will sing, yea, we will sing praises unto 
Jehovah. (27:6) 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in 

thee: 
Let such as love thy salvation say continually, 
Jehovah be magnified. ( 40 : 16 ) 

Wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. 

Make us to hear joy and gladness. 

Create in us a clean heart, O God; 

And renew a right spirit within us. (51 :7, 8, 10) 

Thou makest us glad with joy in thy presence 

For the kingly trust in Jehovah; 

And through the lovingkindness of the Most High 

they shall not be moved. 
Thy hand will find out all thine enemies. 
So will we sing and praise thy power. 
The kingly shall joy in thy strength, O Jehovah. 
(21:6-8, 13:1) 

Restore unto us the joy of thy salvation; 

And uphold us with a willing spirit. 

Then will we teach transgressors thy ways; 

And sinners shall be converted unto thee. (51:12) 

Because thy lovin|:kindness is better than life, 
Our lips shall praise thee. 
So will we bless thee while we live, 
And our mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips. 
For thou hast been our help. 
And in the shadow of thy wings will we rejoice. 
Our soul f olloweth hard after thee : 
Thy right hand upholdeth us. 
But those that seek our soul to destroy it. 
Shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 
They shall be given over to the power of the sword. 
But the kingly shall rejoice in God; 
For every one that sweareth by him shall glory; 
But the mouth of them that speak lies shall be 
stopped. (63:3) 

Thou art the confidence of all the ends of the earth. 
Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and 

evening to rejoice. 
Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it. 
Thou greatly enrichest it; 
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Thou waterest its furrows abundantly; 
Thou makest it soft with showers; 
Thou blessest the springing thereof. 
Thou crownest the year wiui thy goodness ; 
And thy paths drop fatness. 
And the hills are girded with joy. 
The pastures are clothed with flocks ; 
The valleys also are covered with grain; 
They shout for joy, they also sing. (65:5) 

Make a joyful noise unto God, all the earth : 
Sing forth the glory of his name: 
Make his praise glorious. 
Say unto God, how terrible are thy works I 
Through the greatness of thy power shall thine 
enemies submit themselves unto thee. (66:1) 

All the earth shall worship thee. 

And shall sing unto thee; 

They shall sing to thy name. (66:4) 

Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered. 

But let the righteous be glad; let them exult be- 
fore God: 

Yea, let them rejoice with gladness. 

Sing unto God, sing praises to his name : 

His name is Jehovah; and exult ye before him. 

A father of the fatherless, and a Judge of the 
widows. (68:1) 

Oh let the nations be glad and sine for joy; 

For thou wilt judge the peoples with equity, 

And govern tne nations upon earth* 

Let the peoples praise thee, O Grod; 

Let all the peoples praise thee. 

The earth nath jrielded its increase: 

God, even our own God, will bless ui. 

God win bless us; 

And an the ends of the earth shaU fear him. (67:4) 

Thou, O God, didst prepare thy goodness for the 

poor. 
The Lord 0veth the ward: the women that publfsh 

Hie tidnigs are a great host. 
Blessed be the Lord, mo dafly beareth oar burden* 
God is unto us a God ot deliverane^ : 
And mito JdKrvah tiie tard bekrngetn eseape irmn 

death. 
BtreogOaen^ O God, thai whSdi thou hast wroofht 

far OS* 
Ascribe ye stiengtli unto Cgod: 
His e x emene j is ower IsnMl* 
And Mb titr<nglk iMintbe Me^. 
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The God of Israel, he giveth strength and power 

unto his people. 
Thy God hath commanded thy strength: 
Blessed be God. (68:10, etc.) 

Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; 
Oh sing praises unto the Lord; 
To him that rideth upon the heaven of heavens, 
which are of old. (68:32) 

We will praise the name of God with a song, 

And will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

And it will pleas.e Jehovah better than an ox. 

Or a bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

The meek have seen it, and are glad: 

Ye that seek after God, let your heart live. 

For Jehovah heareth the needy, and despiseth not 

his prisoners. 
Let heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and 

everything that moveth therein. 
For God will save Zion. 

The seed also of his servants shall inherit it; 
And they that love his name shall dwell therein. 

(69:30) 

Let them be turned backward and brought to dis- 
honor 

That delight in our hurt. 

Let them be turned back by reason of their shame 
that say. Aha, aha. 

Let all those that seek Thee rejoice and be glad in 
thee; 

And let such as love thy salvation say continually. 
Let God be magnified. 

But we are poor and needy. 

Make haste unto us, O God: 

Thou are our help and our deliverer; Jehovah, 
make no tarrying. (70:3) 

We will praise thee with the psaltery. 

Unto Thee will we sing praises with the harp, 

thou Holy One of Israel. 

Our lips shall shout for joy when we sing praises 

unto thee. 
Our tongue shall talk of thy righteousness all the 

day long; 
For they are put to shame, for they are confounded, 

that seek our hurt. (72:22) 

Sing unto God our strength: 
Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 
Raise a song, and bring hither the timbrel. 
The pleasant harp with the psaltery. (81:1) 
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Oh satisfy us in the morning with thy loving 

kindness. 
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 
And thy glory upon their children. 
And let the favor of the Liord our God be upon us : 
And establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 

(90:14) 

It is good to give thanks unto Jehovah, 

And to sing praises unto thy name, Most High; 

To show forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, 

And Thy faithfulness every night. 

With an instrument of ten strings, and with the 

psaltery; 
With solemn sound upon the harp. 
For thou, Jehovah, has made us glad through thy 

work: 
We will triumph in the works of thy hands. (92:1) 

Oh come, let us sing unto Jehovah; 

Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving; 
Let us make a joyful noise unto him with 

psalms. (95:1) 

Jehovah reigneth; let the earth rejoice; 
Let the multitude of isles be glad. 
Zion heard and was glad. 
And the daughters of Judah rejoiced. 
Light is sown for the righteous. 
And gladness for the upright in heart. 
Be glad in Jehovah, ye righteous; 
And give thanks to his holy memorial name. 
(97:1,8,11) 

Oh sing unto Jehovah a new song; 

For he hath done marvelous things. 

He hath remembered his lovingkindness and his 

faithfulness toward the house of Israel: 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 

of our God. (98:1) 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 

The world, and they that dwell therein; 

Let the floods clap their hands; 

Let. the hills sing for joy together 

Before Jehovah; for he cometh to judge the earth: 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

And the peopl^ with equity. (98:6) 
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Break forth and sing for joy, yea, sing praises. 
Sing praises unto Jehovah with the harp; 
With the harp and the voice of melody, 
With trumpets and the sound of comet. (98:4) 

Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: 
They walk, Jehovah, in the light of thy counte- 
nance. 
In thy name do they rejoice all the day; 
And in thy righteousness are they exalted. 
For thou art the glory of their strength. (89:15) 

Bless Jehovah, my soul. 

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, 

The herb for the service of man; that he may 

bring forth food out of the earth, 
And wine that maketh glad the heart of man. 
And bread that strengtheneth man's heart. 

(104:1, 14) 

Bless Jehovah, my soul. 
He sendeth forth springs into the valleys; 
They run among the mountains; 
They give drink to every beast of the field: 
The wild asses quench their thirst. 
By, them the birds of the skies have their habita- 
tion; 
They sing among the branches. (104:1, 10) 

Let Jehovah rejoice in his works: 

Who looketh upon the earth, and it trembleth; 

Who toucheth the mountains, and they smoke. (104 : 31) 

We will sing unto Jehovah as long as we live: 

We will sing praise unto our God while we have any 

being. 
Let our meditation be sweet unto him: 
We will rejoice in Jehovah. 
Let sinners be consumed out of the earth. 
And let the wicked be no more. (104.33) 

Oh give thanks unto Jehovah, call upon his name; 

Make known his doings among the people. 

Sing unto him, sing praises unto him; 

Talk ye of all his marvelous works. 

Glory ye in his holy name: 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek Jehovah. 

Seek ye Jehovah and his strength; 

Seek his face evermore. (105:1) 

He is Jehovah our God: 
He remembered his holy word. 
He brought forth his people with joy, his chosen 
with singing. 
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He gave them the lands of the nations; that they 

might keep his statutes, 
And observe his laws. 
Praise ye Jehovah. ( 105 : 7, 42 ) 

Oh that men would praise Jehovah for his loving- 
kindness. 

And for his wonderful works to the children of 
men! 

Let them offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving. 

And declare his works with singing. 

Let them exalt him also in the assembly of the 
people, 

And praise him in the seat of the magistrates. 
(107:21,32) 

They that go down to the sea in ships. 

That do business in great waters. 

These see the works of Jehovah, and his wonders 
in the deep. 

For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind. 

They mount up to the heavens, they go down again 
to the depths: 

Their soul melteth away because of trouble. 

They reel to and fro like a drunken man, and are at 
their wits' end. 

Then they cry unto Jehovah in their trouble. 

And he bringeth them out of their distresses. 

He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves 
thereof are. still. 

Then they are glad because they are quiet; 

So he bringeth them unto their desired haven. 

Oh, liiat men would praise Jehovah for his loving- 
kindness. 

And for his wonderful works to the children of 
men. (107:23) 

Praise ye Jehovah. 

He .raiseth up the poor out of the dust. 
That he may set him with princes. 
He maketh the barren woman to keep house, a 
joyful mother of children. (113 :1, 7) 

O Jehovah, according to thy word, thou has dealt 

well with thy servants. 
Teach us good judgment and knowledge for thy 

law is our delight. 
Give us understanding, that we may learn thy 

commandments. 
They that fear thee shall see us and be glad. 

(119:65, 77, 73) 
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If we forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
If we remember thee not; 
If we prefer not Jerusalem above our chief joy, 
Let our right hand forget its skill, let our tongub 
cleave to the roof of our mout^ (137.5) 

We wiU extol thee, our God, king: 
And we wiU bless thy name for ever and ever. 
Every day will we bless thee; 
And we 'mU praise thy name for evermore. 
And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and 
ever. (145:1, 21) 

We were glad when they said unto us. 
Let us go into the house of Jehovah. 

Many wiU say unto us. Who will show us any good? 
Jehovah, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 

upon us. 
Thou hast put gladness in our heart. 
More than they eigoy when their grain and their 

new vnne are increased. (122:2) 
We wiU extol thee, Jehovah. 
Thou hast turned for us our mourning into dancing; 
Thou hast loosed our sackdoth, and girded us with 

gladness. (4:6) 

Make a joyful noise unto Jehovah, all ye lands. 

Serve J^ovah with gladness. 

Come into his presence with singing. 

Know ye that Jehovah, he is God: 

It is he that hath made us, and we are his. (100:1) 

Praise ye Jehovah. 

Sing unto Jehovah a new song. 

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: 

Let the children of TAon be joyful in their King. 

Let them praise his name in the dance: 

Let them sing praises unto him with timbrel and 

harp. 
For J^ovah taketh pleasure in his people. 
This honor have all saints. 
Praise ye Jehovah. (149:1-9) 
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V 
b Honor Have the Involuntary Poor 



WE are taking for our chapter title the conclud- 
ing thought of the closing song of the last 
chapter. The community existed to have done 
with involuntary poverty. No kingly member of the 
commonwealth — and the involuntary poor were looked 
upon in the songs as such — could pass under the forms 
of subservience to the ungodly that their poverty 
entailed, without stirring new energy within the com- 
munity as a whole to remove the iniquity If possible, 
and the inequity without peradventure, so far as it 
rested with the community. 

That community songs should be created looking to 
the overthrow of the causes of involuntary poverty; 
and that provision should be made to have these songs 
sung in the sanctuary and in the assemblies of the 
people where the national life is moulded, is unique in 
religion. As said before, only among a people who 
made no distinction between secular and religious, 
could this zest of righteousness obtain. Just how it 
obtained it is our privilege now to behold, as again 
without comment, we cause the strains in question to 
pass in review.® 

The wicked shall be turned back into Sheol, 

Even all the nations that forget God. 

For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 

Nor the expectation of the poor perish for ever. 

Arise, O Jehovah; let not man prevail. (19:17) 

Why standest thou afar off, O Jehovah? 

In the pride of the wicked the poor is hotly pursued : 



8 Conservative scholarship seems clearly to have established the fact 
that there are no pre-ezilic pslams, nor fragments of psalms in our collec- 
tion that bear evidence of being pre-ezilic. 
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Let them be taken in the devices that they have 

conceived. 
For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, 
And the covetous renounceth, yea contemneth 

Jehovah. 
He lieth in wait to catch the poor: 
He doth catch the poor, when he draweth him in 

his net. 
And the helpless fall by his strong ones. 
The helpless commit themselves unto thee; 
Thou hast been the helper of the fatherless. 
Break thou the arm of the wicked. 
Jehovah, thou hast heard the desire of the poor: 
Thou wilt cause thine ear to hear; to judge the 

fatherless and the oppressed^ 
That man who is of the earth may be terrible no 

more. (10:1-18) 

Because of the oppression of the poor, because of 

the sighing of the needy. 
Now will I arise, saith Jehovah; I will set him in 

the safety he panteth for. (12:5) 

Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge. 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 
And call not upon Jehovah? 
God is in the generation of the righteous. 
Ye put to shame the counsels of the poor. 
Because Jdiovah is his refuge. (14.4) 

Our soul shall make her boast in Jehovah: 

The poor shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

They looked unto him, and were radiant; 

And their faces shall never be confounded. (34:2, 5) 

Our soul shall be joyful in Jehovah, 

Who deliverest the poor from him that is too strong 

for them. 
Yea, the poor and the needy from him that robbeth 

them. 
O Lord, stir up thyself, and awake to the justice 

due unto us. (35:9-23) 

The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have 

bent their bow. 
To cast down the poor and needy. 
To slay such as are upright in the way. 
But the arms of the wicked shall be broken, (37:9-38) 

We are poor and needy; 
Yet the Lord thinkest upon us: 
Thou art our help and our deliverer; 
Make no tarrying, O our God. (40:17) 
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They that trust in their wealth, 

And boast themselves in the multitude of their 

riches; 
None of them can by any means redeem his 

brother. (49) 

Thou, O God, didst prepare of thy goodness for the 

poor. 
Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led away 

captives. 
Blessed be the Lord, who daily beareth our burden. 
Even the God who is our salvation. 
God is unto us a God of deliverances. 
God will smite through ^e head of his enemies. 

(68:10-28) 

We are poor and sorrowful: 
Let thy salvation, O God, set us up on hi^h. 
Ye that seek after God, let your heart hve. 
For Jehovah heareth the needy. (69:29-36) 

They that would cut us off, being our enemies 

wrongfully, are mighty: 
That whidi we took not away, we have to restore. 
Deliver us out of the mire, and let us not sink. 
For we are in distress; answer us speedily. 

(69:4,14,17) 

Give the kingly thy judgments, O God. 

They will judge thy people with righteousness. 

And thy poor with justice. 

They will judge the poor of the people. 

They will save the children of the needy, 

And will break in pieces the oppressor. 

They will deliver the needy when he crieth. 

And the poor that hath no helper. 

They will have pity on the poor and needy. 

And the souls of the needy they will save. 

They will deliver their soul from oppression and 

violence; 
And precious will their blood be in their sight. 
And they shall live. 
Th$re shall be abundance of grain in the earth 

upon the top of the mountains. (72:1-16) 

Forget not the life of thy poor for ever. 

Have respect unto the covenant; 

For the dark places of the earth are full of the 

habitations of violence. 
Oh let not the oppressed return ashamed: 
Let the poor and needy praise thy name. 
Arise, God, plead thine own cause. (74:19) 
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Hold not thy peace, O God of our praise; 
Because they remembered not to show Idndness, 
But persecuted the poor and needy man, 
And the broken in heart, to slay them. (109:1-16) 

Bow down thine ear, O Jehovah, and answer us; 

for we are poor and needy. 
O thou our God, save thy servants that trust in thee. 
O God, the proud are risen up against us, 
Show us a token for good. (86 :1-17) 

Consider the lovingkindness of Jehovah. 

He setteth the needy on high from affliction. 

And maketh them families like a flock. 

The upright shall see it, and be glad; 

And the iniquity shall stop her mouth. (107:41-43) 

How long will ye judge unjustly. 

And respect the persons of the wicked? 

Judge the poor and fatherless: 

Do justice to the afflicted and destitute. 

Rescue the poor and needy: 

Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked. (82 :2) 

Blessed is the man that feareth Jehovah. 

His heart is fixed, trusting in Jehovah. 

He hath dispersed, he hath given to the needy; 

His righteousness endureth forever. 

The desire of the wicked shall perish. (112:1-10) 

Who is like unto Jehovah our God, 

That humbleth himself to behold 

The things that are in heaven and in the earth? 

He raiseth up and poor out of the dust. 

And lifteth up the needy from the dunghill. (113 :56) 

Rescue us, and deliver us out of great waters, 
Out of the hand of aliens; 
Whose mouth speaketh deceit. 
And whose right hand is a right hand of false- 
hood. (144:7) 

We know that Jehovah will maintain the cause of 

the afflicted. 
And justice for the needy. 
The upright shall dwell in thy presence. (140: 12) 

Search us, O God, and know our heart; 
Try us, and know our thoughts; 
And see if there be any wicked way in us. 
And lead us in the way everlasting. (139:23) 
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So run the songs for the earthly estate of the com- 
munity of God. In their grave as in their lighter 
measures the tone is true. The prosperity of the 
poorest member of the community conditions the pros- 
perity of the community as a whole. Involuntary 
poverty is proof of oppression. No such state of affairs 
is warranted. Somebody is responsible for the poverty, 
and the responsibility is not with the poor. The causes 
of the state of oppression are not far to see. Some- 
body somewhere is engaged in some form of human 
treachery. It may be devices that keep back God's 
flow of natural abundance from the reach of the 
oppressed that constitute this treachery. It may be 
that the accumulated riches of the few are at the bottom 
of the evil. And again it may be the downright pur- 
pose to reduce individual members to that state of 
helplessness in which their virtue and their happiness 
may be betrayed. Whatever the nature of the prac- 
tices, the songs pour a flood of indignation and resolve 
on the whole regime. The existence of such a state of 
affairs is infamous. Any one who is profiting upon the 
helplessness of the needy is vile. He is wicked above 
words. Let the curse of God fall on every one who is 
a participant in the practice of this wickedness. Let 
the idle spectator of the hunting of the welfare and 
the virtue of the weakest of the community, beware. 
Let the world know Jehovah's laws that are violated 
by this destruction of human well-being and happiness. 
And let every man know what is well and what is 
right, what is done and what is left undone. 

The clear tone of the songs carries all these con- 
siderations. Poverty parades the fact that God and 
His laws are forgotten. The spectacle of subjecting 
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the fatherless and innocent to the ravages of human 
lusts is sung as an outrage of government and religion. 
That the needy shall not always be the buffet of corrupt 
government, nor their expectation of justice perish 
forever, sounds to heaven from this people, who can 
make no distinction between the secular and the 
religious with human life in the balance. 

"A poet cannot strive for despotism; 

His harp falls shattered; for it still must be 

The instinct of great spirits to be free, 
And the sworn foes of cunning barbarism. 
No Godlike thing knows aught of less and less, 
But widens to the boundless Perf ectness." ® 

The spirit of laws, we may call our songs, as we 
turn now to see. If once again the world may be won 
to this spirit — and this seems the faith of these ancient 
singers — everything will be won. 

VI 

Spirit of Laws of the Songs 

"The institutions for the instruction of the people of all ages 
a/re chiefly those for religious instruction. This is a species of 
instruction of which the object is not so much to render the peo- 
ple good citizens of this world, as to prepare them for another 
and better world." — Adam Smith.io 

''Nothing is left but to regard the advent of Christianity as 
a calamity" — Lester Ward. ' ' 

THE citations above offer good reasons for our 
study of the Psalms under our present heading. 
Is it true that religious instruction puts its 
empha3is on the world to come at the expense of the 
present world? If so, is it the fault of the songs of 
religion ? If fault lies with the songs of religion, does' 
it lie at the door of our present collection of songs? 



9 James Russell Lowell, Boston, April 2, 1842. 

10 Wealth of Nations, Bk. V., article iii. 

1 1 Dynamic Sociology, New York, 1913, vol. i. p. 684. 
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We begin with the first psalm and pass through the 
collection of psalms with this question in view. The 
first psalm is regarded as a prologue to the songs. 

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel 

of the wicked. 
Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful: 
But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; 
And on his law doth he meditate day and night. 

Such a man wilt prosper the poet continues. No 
criticism to this has come from any critic. Prosperity 
is a theme of this world. Nor is the theme rightfully 
individualistic, as we have seen. It is even essential 
to the spirit of the collection to render the prologue in 
the name of the community: 

Blessed is the conmiunitv that walketh not in the 
counsel of the wicked, etc. 

Such a community will be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water. All parts of the tree, low and high, 
will work in unison, the effective product of the 
common life being the prized fruit. "They of the city 
shall flourish like the grass of the earth," we have had 
the figure before us in a previous citation. "Israel is 
a fruitful vine," is a further expansion of the poetic 
expression. Our modem dynamic expression, "all for 
each and each for all," which is a motto of the English 
co-operative communities, is beautifully illustrated in 
fruit-tree and vine, and in our singers." 

If the emphasis veers from the thought of a religious 
community which has scorned every secondary honor 
and consideration for the purpose of a mutually helpful 
highly co-ordinated good life, simply to that of the fact 
that it pays a man to respect the laws, of course the 



12 Consult the author's Science of Theocratic Democracy, ch. xviil. 



U SONGS OF THEOCRATIC DEMOCRACY 

spirit of laws of the songs, even of the prologue of the 
songs, is hopelessly lost. 

Unhappily, we have been doing just this sort of 
thing in the Christian church, and we have merited the 
statement that it has been calamitous. Hoping to 
prove that Christian faith favors "enlightened self- 
interest," we have not altogether escaped the condem- 
nation of Adam Smith at the head of the chapter. We 
walk at once in the counsel of the wicked, stand in the 
way of sinners, and sit in the seat of the scoffers — as 
a matter of course — if we deserve Smith's regretful 
comment. The Church is here to work for the common 
good, if it is here for any worth while thing at all. 
That we can undo the world of calamitous mischief 
which our false emphasis has occasioned, is undoubt- 
edly a suggestion wrapped in Mr. Ward's criticism. 
Possibly our songs will show us the way. The 
"counsel of the wicked" is developed as the theme of 
the second psalm : 

The kings of the earth set themselves, 
And the rulers take counsel together. 
Against Jehovah and against his anointed, saying. 
Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away 
their cords from us. 

Words these, to acquaint us with the fact that the 
post-exilic religious community quite immediately 
jeopardized the existing institutions of other nations. 
The world was getting more enlightened by commerce, 
travel and the interchange of ideas at this stage of its 
h' story. To see a small community in Palestine 
putting into practice (with a literature all their own, 
and that sacred) precepts similar to those of Plato and 
Aristotle was decidedly disturbing to political abso- 
lutism. 
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The song itself is evidence of the statement. It was 
soon translated into the Greek tongue and went hither 
and thither with its vibrant challenge to absolutism. 

Now therefore, be wise, O ye kings: 
Be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

Nothing is more astounding than the rapidity with 
which the few thousand souls that turned back their 
Babylonian honors and made a fund of their savings 
for the purpose of putting the community-teachings of 
Moses and the prophets into practice, found them- 
selves and built and sang themselves into the council 
chambers of the then-world. It soon became a calamity 
to get along without this people. Their assemblies, or 
synagogues, which were centres alike for the promul- 
gation of self-government by the people under God and 
for the publication of the religious verities possessed 
by the people, spread in every direction. Thus James' 
word in Acts: 

"Moses from generations of old hath in every city 
them that preach him, being read in the synagog^ues 
every sabbath." (15:21) 

James, in the same place, rehearses the qualifica- 
tions of such a community to impress itself on all 
peoples, in the following words : 

"Brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath rehearsed 
how first God visited the Gentiles, to take out of them 
a people for his name. And to this agree the words 
of the prophets; as it is written. After these things 
I will return, and I will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen; and I will build again the ruins 
thereof, and I will set it up: that the residue of men 
may seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles upon 
whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who maketh 
these things known from of old." 

James, in his own epistle to the Church, had occa- 
sion later to warn early Christianity that faith without 
this distinct community-life is dead, thus : 
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"What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he 
hath faith, but have not (community) works? Can 
that faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked 
and in lack of daily food, and one of you say unto them. 
Go in peace, be ye warmed and filled; and yet ye give 
them not the things needful to the body; what doth it 
profit? Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead in 
itself. Yea, a man will say. Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: show me thy faith apart from works, and I by 
my works will show thee faith. ... Ye see that by 
works a man is justified, and not only by faith. . . . 
Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world 
maketh himself an enemy of God. . . .Come now, ye 
rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are com- 
ing upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your 
garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver are 
rusted; and their rust shall be for a testimony against 
you, and shall eat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up 
your treasure in the last days. Behold the hire of the 
laborers who moved your fields, which is by you kept 
back by fraud, crieth out: and the cries of them that 
reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth. Ye have lived delicately on the earth, and 
taken your pleasure; ye have nourished your hearts in 
a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned, ye have killed 
the righteous; he doth not resist you." (Jas. 2:14- 
26; 4:3-4; 5:1-8) 

These citations give us a world of insight into the 
fact that the community life of the singers of Israel, 
at first adopted — as at Pentecost described in Acts 
2:38; 4 :32-37,---and by its adoption commending the 
oneness of the new faith with the best of the old, had 
almost immediately its worst foe in the philosophy of 
nominal Christians, that the new faith freed believers 
from the bonds of the ancient brotherhood. 

Having reviewed the plain evidence that the oneness 
of the people out of which our songs sprang, as an ex- 
pression of theocratic democracy, was well able to 
shake thrones, we return to the second psalm whence 
first proofs of the revolutionary power of a good lif e^ 
thus socialized, greet the student of history. 
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We will tell of the decree: Jehovah said unto us, 
Ye are my sons; 

This day have I begotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will grive you the nations for 
thine inheritance, 

And the uttermost parts of the earth for your pos- 
session. (2:7) 

Messianic prophecies such, we are wont to say. That 
is, here is a first song relating to the Messiah by whose 
power the world should be won to theocratic democracy. 
In what sense this is true we shall examine in our last 
chapter. In no sense can this power be exerted to 
supercede the righteous community. In the fourth 
psalm the singer gives us a wonderfully delicate touch 
of the time-enduring mediation of this body of organic 
righteousness between God and the world : 

Answer us when we call, O God of our 
righteousness; 

Thou hast set us at large in distress. 

O ye, sons of men, how long shall our glory be 
turned into dishonor? 

How long will ye love vanity, and seek after false- 
hood? 

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness. 

And put your trust in Jehovah. (4:1-5) 

Righteousness is not a legal formu!^; it is life, we 
have it sung in the fifth psalm: 

Thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wicked- 
ness: 

Evil shall not sojourn with thee. 

The arrogant shall not stand in thy sight: 

Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

Thou wilt destroy them that speak lies: 

Jehovah abhorreth the blood-thirsty and deceitful 
man. 

Lead us, O Jehovah in thy right.eousness because of 
our enemies; 

Make thy way straight before our face. 

The foe within the fold is the fear that causes the 
singers to give these many turns to their desire for 
the straight plain way of faithfulness to the law of 
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life. In the seventh psalm the desire is further rounded 
out. 

Awake for us; thou hast commanded judgment. 

Let the assembly of the peoples compass thee about; 

And over them return thou on high. 

Judge us, Jehovah, according to our righteous- 
ness, and to our integrity that is in us. 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, 
but establish thou the righteous community. 

Given a company, or companies, of singers such as 
these, moving from city to city as the theocracy 
spread, and entering into the smallest details of life 
with the power to give it new beauty and new signifi- 
cance under the touch of a just social intercourse; it 
is far from remarkable that passion for the movement, 
which they called the kingdom of God, should be caught 
from breast to breast. 

What is remarkable is the deep seated consciousness 
of the singers, that to go straight is better than to go 
with so-called prosperity where the prosperity follows 
devious turns. Cheyne has observed this with clear 
acumen: "Both groups (of singers, Korahite and 
Asaphite) are exercised with the observation that 
prosperity does not follow righteousness in the case of 
the individual or in that of the nation, which suffers 
notwithstanding its loyalty to God, or even on account 
thereof."^^ And speaking of the historical steps to 
this faith, the critical scholar continues, "Only in this 
way can we understand the conflict and triumps of 
spiritual faith; habitually represented as the faith of 
a poor and struggling band living in the midst of 
oppressors and with no strength or help save the con- 
sciousness of loyalty to Yahwe, which is the funda- 
mental note of the whole book."^^ 
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There is even evidence that the singers coveted 
repression in so far as their steps were harmful and 
misleading; thus in the seventh psalm: 

If there be iniquity in our hands, 
If we have rewarded evil, 
Let the enemy pursue our soul and overtake 
it, (vs. 4-5) 

But mere oppression for righteous acts was not 
feared : 

Jehovph sitteth as kiner for ever. 

He will administer judgment to the peoples in up- 

righteousness. 
Jehovah also will be a high tower for the oppressed. 
A high tower in times of trouble. (9:7) 

We shall come presently upon songs that relate to 
commandments of God, the violation of wh^'ch are 
destructive to the theocratic community. It is upon 
the adherence to, or the contempt of, these command- 
ments, that the terms "righteous" and "wicked" are 
based. Thus for examples : 

Jehovah hath made himself known, he hath exe- 
cuted judgment: 

The wicked shall be snared in the work of his own 
hands. 

The wicked shall be turned back into Sheol, 

Even all the nations that forget God. (9:16) 

The wicked boasteth of his heart's desire. 
The covetous renounceth. yea, contemneth Jehovah. 
Wherefore do the wicked contemn God, 
And ppv in his heart, Thou wilt not require it? 
(10:3-4, 13) 

If the foundations be destroyed, 

What can the righteous do? 

Jehovah, his throne is in heaven; 

His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of 

men. 
Jehovah trieth the righteous; 
For Jehovah is righteous ; he loveth righteousness. 
The upright shall behold his face. (11:3) 
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Jehovah will cut oif all flatterine lips. 

With flattering lip ^and with douole neart, do they 

speak, 
Who have said. Our lips are our own, who is lord 

over us? 
The wicked walk on every side, when vileness is 

exalted among the sons of men. (12:1-4, 8) 

With these preliminary notes that fasten on our 
attention the fact of the coming pronouncement of the 
code, the keeping of which and the magnifying of which 
marks the distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked who scoff at the code, we are upon the full pro- 
nouncement at last in psalm 15 : 

Jehovah, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hiU? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous- 
ness. 

And speaketh truth in his heart; 

He that slandereth not with his tong^ue, nor doeth 
evil to a neighbor, 

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor; 

In whose eyes a vile person is despised. 

But who honoreth them that fear Jehovah; 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth 
not; 

He that putteth not out his money to interest. 

Nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 

When we remember that this code is a song, and that 
the song was once both publicly sung and faithfully 
practised by the people to whose lives we owe the book 
of our songs, we must admit, that in this code we have 
the most far-seeing, vital, politically sagacious and 
fundamental statement of the principles of democracy 
to be found in any single paragraph in social literature. 
The song is but a paragraph, and should be sung in a 
manner to lift every audience to its feet, as when we 
sing the paragraph of the "Messiah," which we call the 
Hallelujah Chorus. Our song trembles with equal 
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exultation. The words of our translation are every- 
where poor and halting as a vehicle of expression for 
the triumph which the song trembles to convey. The 
very possibility of democracy hangs on the measures 
of the song. There can be no true democracy, but only 
one form or another of absolution where a single 
measure of the song is repressed or discouraged. 

Now that we have the fifteenth psalm we can go 
forward hearing its echoes at all times so clearly that 
the singers in no instance need find occasion to repeat 
the social program of the kingdom of democracy with 
equal detail. In one song the atmosphere of tri- 
umphant laws has been created. The spirit of laws is 
in our possession. This seems to sway the singers in 
the song following: 

Jehovah, thou art our Lord: we have no good be- 
yond thee. 
As for the saints that are in the earth, 
They are the excellent in whom is all our delight. 
We will bless Jehovah, who hath given us counsel. 
Therefore our heart is glad, and our glory rejoiceth. 

The scholars have seized upon this modulation of the 
songs into strains that border at times upon total un- 
consciousness of sin, in the righteous program of the 
nation, in terms of deference. Thus Cheyne : 

"The contents of the Korahite and Asa|>hic (singers) 
psalms give no reason to doubt that they really were 
collected by or for these two guilds. Both are remark- 
able from the fact that they hardly contain any recogni- 
tion of present sin on the part of the community of 
Jewish faith — ^though they do confess the sin of Israel 
in the past. . . . Now the rise of the problems of 
individual faith is the mark of the &ge that followed 
Jeremiah, whilst the confident assertion of national 
righteousness under misfortune is a characteristic mark 
of pious Judaism after Ezra, in the period of the law 
but not earlier. Malachi, Ezra and Nehemiah, like Hag- 

§ai and Zechariah, are still very far from holding that 
1(9 sin bi Iitrad lies all in the p'a^^' 



42 SONGS OF THEOCRATIC DEMOCRACY 

Dr. Cheyne here brings us one of the conclusive 
proofs of the post-exilic origin of our songs. Not until 
the law was given, and Israel was launched upon 
exemplifying it in its community life (in the short 
period before the Roman law corrupted and falsely 
institutionalized civilization with individualistic legali- 
ties and technicalities in the place of simple justice), 
could our songs lift a commonwealth to its feet. Only 
as we can imagine ourselves a member of this com- 
monwealth for the moment, can we now appreciate the 
nineteenth psalm. After the prelude of the heavens is 
sung — "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork," — at the seventh 
verse the chorus enters upon its full swing in the spirit 
of the laws which has called nation and singers 
together : 

The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul: 

« « « 

The ordinances of Jehovah are true, righteous 
altogether. * * * 

Moreover by them are thy servants warned: 

In keeping them there is great reward. 

Who can discern errors? 

Cleanse thou us from hidden faults, 

Keep back thy servants from presumptuous sins; 

Let them not have dominion over us; then shall 
we be upright, 

And we shall be innocent from the great transgres- 
sion. 

A further canon of the interpretation of our songs 
will now add to the benefits of our review. It is a 
historical consideration arising out of the fact that 
Palestine had become a buffer-state between Persia and 
Egypt. While our songs were in process of creation it 
was not unnatural that Israel was tempted to take sides 
with the contending parties, now with one nation and 
now with another. It is possible that some of the songs 
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\ rcQ written at the time of the beginning of these 
c3ntG;:t3, when it was mistakenly thought that the 
theocracy could be served by warfare. Dr. Cheyne is 
a:^a*n clearest and simplest to the point. Speaking of 
these songs the critic writes of the period of the civil 
wars of the Persians : 

"There is one and only one time in the Persian period 
to which they can be referred, viz., that of the great 
civil wars under Artaxerxes III. (Ochus, middle of the 
4th century B. C). The Jews were involved in these 
and were severely chastised, and we know from Jose- 
phus that the temple was defiled by the Persians and 
humiliating conditions attached to the worship there. 
It would appear that to the Jews the struggle took a 
theocratic aspect, and it is not impossible that the hope- 
ful beginnings of a national movement, which proved in 
the issue so disastrous, are reflected in some of the other 
pieces of the collection." i* 

Psalms 44, 74, 79, 80, 83 and 87 are cited by the critic 
to the point. It is well to anticipate these psalms, since 
the student will meet with instances of this testing of 
fate, even while the nation is seeking to do God's will, 
in the early part of the collection. The 22d psalm is 
possibly a song-mark of this venturing upon fate : 

Our God, our God, why hast thou forsaken us? 

1|C 1|C 1|C 

They that see us laugh us to scorn: 
They shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying. 
Commit thyself unto Jehovah; let him deliver them: 
Let him rescue them, seeing he delighteth in them. 

Such songs, however, are occasional. In the main 
the working out of the laws of the theocratic democ- 
racy, in the spirit of law, and so in the spirit of song, 
holds our interest. In the 24th psalm, there is an echo 
of th? firteenth psalm written for antiphonal choruses : 

Who shall ascend into the hill of Jehovah? 
And who shall stand in his holy place? 
They that have clean hands, and pure hearts; 
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Who have not lifted up their souls unto falsehood, 
And have not sworn deceitfully, 
They shall receive a blessing from Jehovah, 
And righteousness from the God of their salvation. 
This is the generation of them that seek after him, 
That seek thy face, even Jacob* 

The passion for terms to vary the expression of the 
word law continues to engage the singers. We may 
now run through the psalms for this strain alone : 

Show us thy ways; teach us thy paths; guide us 

in thy truth. 
All the paths of Jehovah are lovingkindness and 

truth. Unto such as keep his covenant and his 

testimonies. ( 25 : 4 ) 

The law of Jehovah is perfect; the testimony sure; 
the precepts right; the commandment pure; the 
fear clean; the ordinances true and righteous 
altogether. (19:7) 

Thy lovingkindness, O Jehovah, is in the heavens; 

Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the skies. 

Thy righteousness is like the mountains of God; 

Thy judgments are a great deep. 

How precious is thy lovingkindness, O God. (36:5) 

We have not hid thy righteousness within our 
heart; 

We have declared thy faithfulness and thy sal- 
vation; 

We have not concealed thy lovingkindness and truth 
from the great assembly. 

Withhold not thy tender mercies from us, 
O Jehovah; 

Let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually 
preserve us. (40:10) 

1|C 1|C 1|C 

Will the Lord cast off for ever? 

Is his lovingkindness clean gone for ever? 

Doth his promises fail for evermore? 

Hath God forgotten to be gracious? 

Hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? 

We will remember the years of the right hand of 

the Most High. 
We will make mention of the deeds of Jehovah; we 

will remember thy wonders of old. We will 

mediate also upon all thy work, and muse on 

thy doings. 
The lovingkindness of Jehovah is from everlasting 

to everlasting upon them that fear him. 
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And his righteousness unto children's children; 
To such as keep his covenant, 
And to those that remember his precepts to do 
them. (103:17) 

The singers in the 119th psalm enjoy the pleasure of 
pyramiding stanzas on each word that refers to the 
law. We may now follow this poetic specialization. It 
will hold our interest and be worth our while. The 
order of the words as they occur in the psalm is fol- 
lowed. The pyramiding begins with the word way. 

Blessed are they that are perfect in the way. (1) 

They walk in his ways. (3) 

Oh that our ways were established. (5) 

We have rejoiced in the way. (14) 

We declared our ways, and thou answeredst us. (26) 

Make us to understand the way. (27) 

Remove from us the way of falsehood. (29) 

We have chosen the way of faithfulness. (30) 

We will run the way. (32) 

Teach us, O Jehovah, the way, and we shall keep 
it to the end. (33) 

Quicken us in thy ways. (37) 

We thought on our ways. (59) 

For all our ways are before thee. (168) 

The refrain of the law itself is begun secondly in 
the psalm: 

The perfect in the way. . . walk in the law of 
Jehovah. (1) 

Open thou our eyes, that we may behold wondrous 

things out of thy law. (18) 
Grant us thy law graciously. (29) 

Give us understanding, and we shall keep thy law. 
(34) 

We shall observe thy law continually for ever and 
ever. (44) 

The proud have had us greatly in derision, yet have 
we not swerved from thy law. (51) 

Hot indignation hath taken hold of us because of 
the wicked that forsake thy law. (53) 
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We have remembered thy name, Jehovah, in the 
night, and have observed thy law. (55) 

The cords of the wicked have wrapped us round; 
but we have not forgotten thy law. (61) 

The law of thy mouth is better unto us than thou- 
sands of gold and silver. (72) 

Let thy tender mercies come unto us, that we may 
live; for thy law is our delight. (77) 

The proud who are not according to thy law have 
digged pits for us. (85) 

Unless thy law had been our delight, we should 
have perished then in our afffiction. (92) 

Oh how we love thy law! It is our meditation all 
the day. (97) 

Our soul is continually in our hand; yet we do not 
forget thy law. (109) 

We hate them that are of a double mind; but thy 
law do we love. (113) 

It is time for Jehovah to work; for they have made 
void thy law. (126) 

Streams of water run down our eyes because they 
observe not thy law. (36) 

Thy law is truth. (142) 

They draw nigh that follow after wickedness; they 
are far from thy law. (150) 

Consider our affliction and deliver us; for we do 
not forget thy law. (153) 

We hate and abhor falsehood; but thy law do we 
love. (163) 

Great peace have they that love thy law; and they 
have no occasion of stumbling. (165) 

We have longed for thy salvation, Jehovah; and 
thy law is our delight. Let our soul live and 
it shall praise thee. (174) 

The thought of the law expands again in the word 
testimonies : 

Blessed are they that keep Jehovah's testimonies, 
that seek him with the whole heart. (2) 

We have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, 
as much as in all riches. (14) 

For we have kept thy testimonies. (22) 

Thy testimonies also are our delight, and our coun- 
sellors. (24) 



SPIRIT OF LAWS OF THE SONGS 47 



We cleave unto thy testimonies; Jehovah, put us 
not to shame. (31) 

Incline our heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness. (36) 

We will also speak of thy testimonies before kings, 
and shall not be put to shame. (46) 

We turned our feet unto thy testimonies. (59 

Let those that fear thee turn unto us; and they 
shall know thy testimonies. (79) 

Quicken us after thy lovingkindness ; so shall we 
observe the testimony of thy mouth. (88) 

We have more understanding than all our teachers; 
for thy testimonies are our meditation. (99) 

Thy testimonies have we taken as a heritage for 
ever; for they are the rejoicing of our heart. 
(Ill) 

Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth like 

dross; therefore we love thy testimonies. (119) 

We are thy servants; give us understanding, that 
we may know thy testimonies. (125) 

Thy testimonies are wonderful; therefore doth our 
soul keep them. (129) 

Thou hast commanded thy testimonies in righteous- 
ness and very faithfulness. (138) 

Thy testimonies are righteous forever. (144) 

We have called unto thee; save us, and we shall 
observe thy testimonies. (146) 

Of old have we known from thy testimonies, that 
thou hast founded them for ever. (152) 

Many are our persecutors and our adversaries; yet 
have we not swerved from thy testimonies. 
(157) 

Our soul hath observed thy testimonies, and we love 
them exceedingly. (167) 

The word precepts marks the fourth expansion of 
the thought of the law. 

Thou hast commanded thy precepts, that we shuold 
observe them diligently. (4) 

We will meditate on thy precepts. (15) 

Make us to understand the way of thy precepts : So 
shall we meditate on thy wondrous works. (27) 

Behold we have longed after thy precepts: Quicken 
us in thy righteousness. (40) 
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And we shall walk at liberty; for we have sought 
thy precepts. (45) 

This we have had, because we have kept thy pre- 
cepts. (56) 

We are companions of all them that fear thee and 
of them that observe thy precepts. (63) 

With our whole heart will we keep thy precepts. (69) 

Let the proud be put to shame; for they have over- 
thrown us wrongfully; but we will mediate on 
thy precepts. (78) 

They had almost consumed us upon earth; but we 
forsook not thy precepts. (87) 

We will never forget thy precepts; for with them 
thou hast quickened us. (93) 

We are thine, save us; for we have sought thy pre- 
cepts. (94) 

We understand more than the ancients^ because we 
have kept thy precepts. (100) 

Through thy precepts we get understanding; there- 
fore we hate every false way. (104) 

The wicked have laid a snare for us; yet have we 
not gone astray from thy precepts. (110) 

We esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to 
be right. (128) 

Redeem us from the oppressive man, so will we ob- 
serve thy precepts. (134) 

Consider how we love thy precepts. (159) 

We have observed thy precepts and thy testi- 
monies. (168) 

Let thy hand be ready to help us; for we have 
chosen thy precepts. (173) 

The word statutes follows precepts, fifth in order of 
the words descriptive of the law. 

Oh that our ways were established to observe thy 
statutes. (5) 

We will observe thy statutes; oh forsake us not 
utterly. (8) 

We will delight ourselves in thy statutes. (16) 

Princes also sat and talked against us; but thy 
servants did meditate on thy statutes. (23) 

Teach us thy statutes. (26) 

Teach us, O Jehovah, the way of thy statutes; and 
w'e ^hdl kie^ it unto the end. (93) 
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We will meditate on thy statutes. (48) 

Thy statutes have heen our songs in the house of 
our pilgrimage. (54) 

Teach us thy statutes. (64) 

Teach us thy statutes. (68) 

It is good for us that we have been afflicted; that 
we might learn thy statutes. (71) 

Let our heart be perfect in thy statutes, that we be 
not put to shame. (80) 

We are become like a wineskin in the smoke; yet do 
we not forget thy statutes. (83) 

We have inclined our heart to perform thy statutes 
for ever, even unto the end. (112) 

Hold thou us up, and we shall be safe, and shall 
Have respect unto thy statutes continually. (117) 

Thou hast set at nought all them that err from thy 
statutes; for their deceit is falsehood. (118) 

Make thy face to shine upon thy servants; and 
teach us thy statutes. (135) 

. We will keep thy statutes. (145) 

Salvation is far from the wicked; for they seek not 
thy statutes. (155) 

Let our lips utter praise; for thou teachest us thy 
statutes. (171) 

Following statutes the word commandments was 
chosen by the singers, as the sixth word for the law. 

Then shall we not be put to shame, when we have 
respect unto all thy commandments. (6) 

Oh let us not wander from thy commandments. (10) 

We are sojourners in the earth: hide not thy com- 
mandments from us. (19) 

Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, that 
do wander from thy commandments. (21) 

We wiU run the way of thy commandments, when 
thou shalt enlarge our heart. (82) 

Make lis to go in the paths of thy commandments; 
for therein do we delight. (85) 

And we will delight ourselves in thv command- 
ments, whidi we have loved. (47) 

We will lift up our hands also unto thy command- 
ments, which we have loved. (48) 

We made haste, and ddayed not, to obseri^ thy 
(xmmittndmtBhtai. (m) 
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We have believed in thy commandments. (66) 

Thy hands have made us and fashioned us : give us 
understanding, that we may learn thy com- 
mandments. (73) 

All thy commandments are faithful : they persecute 
us wrongfully; help thou us. (86) 

We have seen an end of all perfection; but thy 
commandment is exceeding broad. (96) 

Thy commandments make us wiser than our 
enemies; for they are ever with us. (98) 

Depart from us, ye evil-doers, that we may keep 
the commandments of our God. (Il5) 

Therefore we love thy commandments above gold, 
yea, above fine gold. (127) 

We opened wide our mouth, and panted; for we 
longed for thy commandnients. (131) 

Trouble and ang^uish have taken hold on us ; yet thy 
commandments are our delight. (143) 

Thou art nigh, Jehovah; and all thy command- 
ments are truth. (151) 

We have hoped for thy salvation, Jehovah, and 
have done thy commandments. (166) 

All thy commandments are righteousness. (172) 

We do not forget thy commandments. (176) 

Seventh of the words for the law is the word judg- 
ments. 

We will give thanks unto thee with uprightness 
of heart, when we learn thy righteous judg- 
ments. (7) 

Teach us good judgment and knowledge. (66) 

When wilt thou execute judgment on them that 
persecute us? (84) 

Our flesh trembleth for fear of thee; and we are 
afraid of thy judgments. (120) 

Righteous art thou, O Jehovah, and upright are thy 
judgments. (137) 

We know, O Jehovah, that thy judgments are right- 
eous. (75) 

Word is the eighth term for the law. 

Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? by 
taking heed thereto according to thy word. (.9) 

We will not forget thy word. (16) 
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Deal bountifully with thy servants, that we may 
live; so will we observe thy word. (17) 

Our soul cleaveth unto the dust; quicken thou us 
according to thy word. (25) 

Our soul melteth for heaviness ; strengthen thou us 
according to thy word. (28) 

Confirm unto thy servants thy word, whidf is in 
order unto the fear of thee. (38) 

Let thy lovingkindness also come unto us, O 
Jehovah,, even thy salvation according to thy 
word. (41) 

So shall we have an answer for him that reproach- 
eth us; for we trust in thy word. (42) 

And take not the word of truth utterly out of our 
mouth. (43) 

Remember thy word unto thy servants, because 
thou hast made us to hope. (49) 

This is our comfort in our affliction; for thy word 
hath quickened us. (50) 

Jehovah is our portion : we have said that we would 
observe thy words. (57) 

We entreated thy favor with our whole heart; be 
merciful unto us according to thy word. (68) 

Thou hast dealt well with thy servants, O Jehavoh, 
according unto thy word, Thou art good. (66) 
and doest good. Before we were 68) 
afflicted we went astray, but now we observe 
thy word. (67) 

They that fear thee shall see us and be glad, be- 
cause we have hoped in thy word. (74) 

Our soul f ainteth for thy salvation : but we hope in 
thy word. (81) 

Our eyes fail for thy word, while we say, When 
wilt thou comfort us. (82) 

For ever, Jehovah, thy word is settled in heaven. 
(89) 

We have refrained our feet from every evil way, 
that we might observe thy word. (101) 

How sweet are thy words unto our taste! Yea, 
sweater than honey to our mouth! (103) 

Thy word is a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto 
our path. (105) 

We are afflicted very much : quicken us, Jehovah, 
according unto thy word. (107) 
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Thou art our hidine-plaee and our shield: we hope 
in thy word. (114) 

Uphold us according unto thy word, that we may 
live; and let us not be ashamed of our hope. 
(116) 

Our eyes fail for thy salvation, and for thy right- 
eous word. (123) 

The opening of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple. (130) 

Turn thee unto us, and have mercy upon us, as thou 
usest to unto those that love thy name (132) ; 
establish our footsteps in thy word, and let not 
any iniquity have dominion over us. (133) 

Our zeal hath consumed us, because our adversaries 
have forgotten thy words. (189) 

Thy word is very pure; therefore ihy servants 
love it. (140) 

We anticipated the dawning of the morning, and 
cried: we hoped in thy words. (147) Our eyes 
anticipated the night-watches, that we might 
meditate on thy word. (148) 

Plead thou our cause and redeem us: quicken us 
according to thy word. (154) 

We beheld the treacherous, and were grieved, be- 
cause they observe not thy word. (158) 

The suni of thy word is truth. (160) 

Princes have persecuted us without a cause; but 
our heart standeth in awe of thy words. (161) 

We rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great 
spoil. (162) 

Let our crv come near before thee, Jehovah: give 
us understanding according to thy word. (169) 

Let our supplication come before thee: deliver us 
according to thy word. (170) 

Let our tongue sing of thy word. (172) 

A ninth word for the law is the word ordinances. 

With our lips have we declared all the ordinances 
of thy mouth. (18) 

Our soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto 
thine ordinances at all tmies. (20) 

Thine ordinances have we set before us. (80) 

Turn away our reproach whereof we are afraid; 
for thine ordinances are good. (89) 
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We have hoped in thine ordinances. (43) 

At midnight will we rise to give thanks unto thee 
because of thy righteous ordinances. (62) 

We have remembered thine ordinances of old, O 
Jehovah, and have comforted ourselves. (52) 

Thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 
They abide this day (90) according to thine 
ordinances; for all things are thy servants. (91) 

We have not turned aside from thine ordinances; 
for thou hast taught us. (102) 

Accept, we beseech thee, O Jehovah, the free will 
offerings of our mouth, and teach us thine 
ordinances. (108) 

Quicken us, Jehovah, according to thine ordi- 
nances. (149) 

Great are thy tender mercies, Jehovah; quicken 
us according to thine ordinances. (156) 

Every one of thy righteous ordinances endureth for 
ever. (160) 

Seven times a day do we praise thee, because of thy 
righteous ordinances. (164) 

Let our soul live, and it shall praise thee; and let 
thine ordinances help us. (175) 

The word lovingkindness is a tenth word intimately 
associated with the law. In the 119th psalm it recurs 
thus: 

Let thy lovingkindness also come unto us, O 
Jdiovah, even thy salvation. (41) 

The earth, O Jehovah, is full of thy lovingkind- 
ness. (64) 
Quicken us after thy lovingkindness. (88) 

Hear our voice according to thy lovingkindness. (149) 
Quicken us, O Jehovah, according to thy loving- 
kindness. (159) 

Deal with thy servants according unto thy loving- 
kindness. (124) 

The end of the law — righteousness — is likewise 
associated, carrying the thought of justice with it. 
Thus in the 119th psalm: 
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Quicken us in thy righteousness. (40) 

Thou hast commanded thy testimonies in right- 
eousness. (138) 

Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness. 
(142) 

For all thy commandments are righteousness. (172) 

We have done justice and righteousness: leave us 
not to our oppressors. (120) 

Be surety for thy servant for good: let not the 
proud oppress us. (122) Our eyes fail for thy 
salvation, and for thy righteous word. (123) 

Finally, there is a twelfth word that is used to char- 
acterize the law, the word faithfulness, sometimes 
shading into the word truth. 

Thy faithfulness is unto all generations. (90) 
Thou hast established the earth, and it abideth 
. . . according to thine ordinances. (91) 

Thou hast commanded thy testimonies in righteous- 
ness and very faithfulness. (138) 

In faithfulness thou hast afflicted us. (75) 

The law is truth. (142) 

All thy commandments are truth. (151) 

Take not the word of truth utterly out of our 
mouth. (43) 

As we have been passing backward and forward 
through the twenty-two stanzas or divisions of the 
119th psalm, it cannot have failed to escape the reader 
that the technique of the song is perfect of its kind. If 
we assume a primary and a secondary opening beat, 
and a primary and a secondary closing beat to every 
one of the twenty-two stanzas, we may very readily 
measure the relative emphasis that is placed on each 
of the twelve words of the law. By primary is meant, 
either first or last; by secondary, either second from 
the beginning, or the last beat but one. Continuing 
the letters of the Hebrew alphabet to mark the divi- 
sions of the song, we arrive upon the technique as 
follows : 
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STANZAS OPENING WORDS 


CLOSING WORDS 


First Seat 


Second Beat 


First Beat 


Second Beat 


ALEPH, way 


law 


statutes 


judgments 


BETH. way 


word 


word 


statutes 


CIMEL. word 


law 


testimonies 


statutes 


DALETH, word 


way 


commandments 


testimonies 


HE, statutes 


law 


righteousness 


precepts 


VAV, lovingkindness 


wo 


statutes 


commandments 


ZAYIN, word 


word 


precepts 


. law 


HHETH word 


word 


statutes 


lovingkindness 


TETH, word 


commandments 


law 


statutes 


YODTH, command- 








ments 


word 


statutes 


testimonies 


KAPH, word 


wojd 


testimony 


lovingkindness 


LAMEDH. word 


faithfulness 


commandments 


testimonies 


MEM, law 


commandments 


precepts 


word 


NUN word 


ordinances 


statutes 


testimonies 


SAMEKH. law 


word 


judgments 


testimonies 


AYIN, justice and 






commandments 


righteousness 


word 


precepts 
law 




PE testimonies 


word 


statutes 


TSADHE, judgments 


testimonies 


testimonies 


commandments 


QOPH, statutes 


testimonies 


testimonies 


commandments 


RESH. law 


word 


ordinances 


word 


SHIN, word 


word 


testimonies 


precepts 


TAV, word 


word 


commandments 


ordinances 


Faithfulness 


1 








Commandments 1 


2 


3 


4 


Judgments 1 
Law 3 



3 


1 
2 


I 
1 


Lovingkindness 1 








2 


Ordinances 


1 


1 


1 


Precepts 





3 


2 


Righteousness 1 





1 





Statutes 2 





5 


4 


Testimonies 1 


2 


5 


5 


Way 2 


1 








Word 10 


12 


1 


2 



The analysis of the arrangement of the terms used 
for the law as seen just above is interesting. Every 
one of the twelve words is at least once in a position of 
emphasis in some one of the twenty-two stanzas. Some 
attention is paid to the number "3" we find. In the 
opening of the stanzas the word law is thrice first and 
thrice second; the word commandments occurs three 
times, either as first or second; so also do the words 
testimonies and way. In the closing of the stanzas, the 
words commandments, law, precepts and word show 
this number, either singly or as the sum of the first and. 
second beats. Taking the sum of the four beats, there 
Site three 3's in law, which alone is perfectly symetrical 
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in this particular. The word judgments and ordi- 
nances each occupy some coveted place three times. 

In the closing of the stanzas only one word stands out 
alone as leading in either the first or the second beat — 
the word testimonies, which is found next to last in five 
of the stanzas. This word leads in the total for the 
closing places. The word commandments, which holds 
an emphatic place ten times in the twenty-two stanzas, 
also holds the coveted place of closing the psalm. 

Most precious of all the terms for the law, we were 
soon learning, is the term word. Found in exactly 
twenty-two of the forty-four places of emphasis at the 
opening of the psalms, it is also the choice for the 
closing stanza's opening. God speaks, and it is so, 
seems the thought. In this overwhelming choice of this 
word our hearts instinctively concur. 

All this attention to the symmetrical arrangement of 
the words for the law, as found to a degree in many of 
the songs, but to perfection in the 119th psalm, is of 
importance only as showing the fondness of the singers 
for the law. It shows that the law was truly their 
meditation day and night, even as it is told in recurring 
refrains of the songs. 

The law was their life. It was their life because its 
nature was life-giving. Their heart answered back to 
the beneficient influences of the law, as the plant 
answers back to the influence of the sun. The law 
warmed their natures. It expanded their sentiments. 
It quickened their faculties. It cleared the moral 
atmosphere. It gave beauty for ashes. It stayed the 
community in times of trouble. It bound the people 
together with living ties. It banished meanness and 
corrupt motivi^i It created ways and means f dr a good 
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political life. It protected labor. It discouraged un- 
just distribution of the fruits of labor. It arrested 
privilege. It forbade the concentration of wealth. It 
encouraged popular assemblies. It slew hypocrisy and 
banished greed. It equalized exchanges by forbidding 
unequalized interest on capital. It created a zeal for 
social capital, for the good life cannot be a costly life, 
and an unequalized interest-bearing capital must breed 
a high cost of living. It created a commonwealth on 
the basis of the extension of the affections that give 
charm and sacredness to the family. It made men 
practical, for it made them right. It exalted justice 
and despised expediency. It engendered fraternity, 
for it is the spirit of fraternity. It ran the arrow of 
the Almighty through the principles of self-interest, 
avarice, covetousness, and the whole brood of pagan 
passions on which the world was rearing its economic 
and political nightmare. It transfixed the thousand 
lies of government by constituted authorities of what- 
ever description, if these authorities were founded on 
the principle of advancing the whole at the expense of 
the parts. It rejected all credentials by which the few 
were recommended to thrive and rule at the sacrifice, 
and upon the degradation, of the many. 

This law in short won their hearts because it showed 
the way and authorized the full hope of theocratic 
democracy. The spirit of the songs, however strug- 
gling and oppressed the singers, was the spirit of the 
living God. 
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VII 

Removing the Way of Falsehood 

"Remove from us the way of falsehood" — Ps. 119.29 

HE forward-struggling singers of the theocratic 



TP 



■ democracy were practical men and women. 

"*• They understood the treacherous ways of the 
political adepts of cunning and falsehood. The social 
and political pitfalls with which men trap and circum- 
vent the way of justice were as an open book to them. 
And a joy it was to their souls to behold how perfectly 
the theocracy was adapted to assist poor men to govern 
themselves without fear or favor. Civic righteousness 
functioned perfectly out of the very nature of the 
purely democratic government of the community. 
What with the downright pleasure of administering 
untrammeled government in this way, the full cup of 
the nation-builders was forever overrunning and 
bubbling in song. The slightest rill of this song 
ebullition of justice and community well-being is of 
surpassing beauty, while the full stream, as it flows in 
the 101st psalm, is divine. It is no wonder that Dr. 
Chejme accords this psalm place among what he con- 
siders to be the only three Messianic psalms of the 
collection. 

We will sing of lovingkindness and justice: unto 

thee, Jehovah. 
We will behave ourselves wisely in a perfect way. 
We will walk within our house with a perfect heart. 
We will set no base thing before our eyes: 
We hate the work of them that turn aside; It shall 

not cleave unto us. 
A perverse heart shall depart from us : 
We will know of no evil thing. 
Him that hath a high look and a proud heart will 

we not suffer. 



SPIRIT OF LAWS OF THE SONGS 59 

Our eyes shall be on the faithful of the land, that 

they may dwell with us: 
He that walketh in a perfecst way, he shall minister 

unto us. 
He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within our 

house : 
He that speaketh falsehood shall not be established 

before our eyes. 

The 101st psalm is the more remarkable, when we 
place in contrast the testimony of the prophets con- 
cerning the opposite form of government in Israel 
before the captivity. Thus Jeremiah's word : 

"Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, 
and see now, if ye can find a man, if there be any that 
doeth justly, that seeketh truth; and I will pardon 
her." (5:1) 

"A horrible thing is come to pass in the land: the 
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by 
their means ; and my people love to have it so : and what 
will ye do in the end thereof?" (Jer. 5:31) 

"For from the least of them even unto the greatest of 
them every one is given to covetousness ; and from the 
prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely." 
(6:13) 

"Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 
Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear 
falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after 
other gods, and come and stand before me in this house, 
which is called by my name, and say. We are delivered; 
that ye may do all these abominations?" (7:9) 

Hosea had given similar testimony of old Israel : 

"They have made ready their heart like an oven, 
while they lie in wait. . . . They are all hot as an 
even, and devour their judges. . . . They commit 
falsehood, and the thief enter eth in. . . . Ephraim 
compasseth me about with falsehood, and the house of 
Israel with deceit. . . . Ephraim is a trafficker, the 
balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress 
and defraud. (7:1-7; 11:12) 

Obadiah had given proof that the strong men had 
organized institutions of treachery. 

"How are the things of Esau searched! how are his 
hidden treasures sought out! All the men of thy con- 
federacy have brought thee on the way, even to the bor- 
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der; the men that were at peace with thee have decived 
thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat IJiy bread 
lay a snare under thee." (6-7) 

Micah had added his word : 

"The voice of Jehovah crieth unto the city. . . . 
Shall I be pure with wicked balances, and with a bae of 
deceitful weights? For the rich men thereof are fuU of 
violence ,and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, 
and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth." (6:9-12) 

Also Zechariah : 

"The diviners have seen a lie: and they have told 
false dreams. Mine anger is kindled against the shep- 
herds." (10:2-3) 

But now in the day of our singers the old regime has 
passed out of power. A race of men has been begotten 
who are ready and able to show the way to a new order 
of national affairs. The state is a community of 
families governed in the interests of a good life. An 
intelligent order of men, with an enthusiasm that is 
positive and wonderful, are bent upon removing every 
way of falsehood. With falsehood out of the way they 
know that involuntary poverty must likewise pass. As 
their work prospers in their hands, it is impossible for 
them to refrain themselves from song. 

Jehovah reigneth; let the earth rejoice. 
Righteousness and justice are the foundations of his 

throne. 
Zion heard and was glad. 
And the daughters of Judah rejoiced. (Ps. 97:1) 

Rescue us, and deliver us out of the hands of aliens, 
Whose mouth speaketh deceit, and whose right hand 

is a hand of falsehood. 
Happy is the people that is in such a case, whose 

Ck>d is Jehovah. ( 144 : 11) 

How we like to go back to their true community 
songs to breathe again and again the breath of their 
new life! 

Raise a song .and brine hither the timbrel. 
The pleasant harp with the psaltery. (81:2) 
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Praise ye Jehovah. 

Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him his ex- 
cellent greatness. 
Praise him with psaltery and harp. 
Praise him with timbrel and dance. 
Praise him with stringed instruments and pipe. 
Praise him with cymbals loud. (150) 

Praise him both young men and virgins; old men 

and children. 
Fruitful trees and all cedars; beasts and all cattle. 
Mountains and all hills. (148) 

Yea, they shall sing of the ways of Jehovah: 
For great is the glory of Jehovah. For though 

Jehovah is high, yet hath he respect unto the 

lowly; 
But the naughty he knoweth from afar. (138:5) 

The singers went before, minstrels followed after, 
in the midst of the damsels playing with tim- 
brels, bless ye Crod in the assemblies. 

Even the Lord, ye that are of the fountain of 
Israel. 

Crod is unto us a God of salvation. (68:25-6,20) 

A wondef uUy fine salvation it is to go back to, over 
and over again, with its freedom from the vices of 
arrogance, fraud, oppression and deceit. We make one 
with the company, and rejoice for their far vision of 
our day. This strain of community-salvation, does no 
violence to eternal salvation, and is a flowing stream 
that gathers blessedness as it runs thru the book. 

Now and again the driving power of a Niagara is 
in this stream ; and now and again the stillness of quiet 
waters. Thus in two paragraphs of the songs : 

Strive thou, Jehovah, with them that strive with 
us: 

Fight thou against them that fight against us. 

Say unto our soul, I am thy salvation. 

Let them be turned back and confounded that de- 
vise our hurt. 

Let them be as chaff before the wind. 

And the angel of Jehovah driving them on 

Rescue our soul from their destructions. 

Our darling from the lions. 

And our tongues shall talk of thy righteouanieisa 
(36:1-28) 
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Our soul waiteth in silence for God only: 

From him cometh our salvation. 

How long will ye set upon mankind, 

That ye may slay them, all of you? 

They only consult to throw mankind from their 
dignity; They delight in lies; 

They bless with their mouth, but they curse in- 
wardly. 

Oiv soul, wait thou in silence for God only: 

Surely men in high degree are a lie. (62:5, 3-4, 9) 

Such men may be a lie in various ways, the singers 
prepare their songs to tell us. Their aim may be to 
insinuate the falsehood of force into the life of the 
democracy. Again it may be the falsehood of riches. 
Or again, the falsehoods of holiness. Or once again, 
the falsehood of opinion, which, in a democratic 
country, may be the most corruptive of all the 
poisonous shafts that are at the command of the 
enemies of democracy. 

We shall follow the songs in four brief chapters, that 
they may be our counsellors in each of these important 
particulars. 

VIII 

The Falsehood of Force 

"And it shall come to pass in the latter days, . . . 
that out^ of Zion shall go forth the law, , , . And 
he will judge between the nations, and will decide con- 
ceminq many peoples; and they shall heat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not life up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more J* — Isaiah (2:2'J^) 

ISAIAH'S words above are proof in themselves that 
Israel had begun to think thru its experiences with 
war even before the Exile. It afforded men who 
were capable of unraveling the long thread of its 
political undoings down to the end. These prophets of 
God had found the texture of this corruption woven 
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almost entirely out of Israel's trust in a false system 
of leadership. They had substituted a system of false 
tendencies in the place of their priceless heritage — 
theocratic democracy. 

This substitutional government had led them time 
and again to take up arms for warfare when there had 
been no need of war. It had led them to run with 
huzzahs time and again to accomplish the arbitrament 
of the sword only to shackle themselves with new forms 
of oppression. It had enticed them to throw them- 
selves, once and again, at the behest Ox a whisper, into 
the path of the tempest. 

A kindly period of bondage in a strange land for a 
profitable term of years, led captivity captive and gave 
gifts to men. Israel awoke to a new conception of the 
dignity and worth of human life. The leadership of 
God, direct and implicit, became a living political 
reality. Our signers arose to sing : 

Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man 

in whom there is no help. 
Happy are they that have the God of Jacob for 

their help, 
Whose hope is in Jehovah their God. (146:3) 

It was the human interest that provoked this song, 
for the singers continued it with these melodies : 

Whose hope is in Jehovah their God: 

« « « 

Jehovah raiseth up them that are bowed down; 

Jehovah loveth the righteous ; 

Jehovah preserveth the sojourners: He upholdeth 

the fatherless and widow; 
But the way of the wicked he tumeth upside down. 

Once awake to the human interest, this songful com- 
munity gleaned a power of insight into human 
character. Their soul became sensitive to that most 
delicate influence of the forces of oppression — ^the 
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gossamer touch of a political lie. The fragments of 
tiieir songs that relate to war, now deal with this 
political deception, and now with the character of the 
people who are the embodiment of this deception. The 
oiliness of the character that engages itself in the pro- 
voking of war is the theme of a fragment of the 55th 
psalm. 

His mouth was smooth as butter, 

But his heart was war: 

His words were softer than oil, 

Yet they were drawn swords, (vs. 21) 

Immediately the singer passes from the character- 
ization of slippery preliminaries of war, to the ultimate 
downfall of the people who are the occasion of wars : 

But thou, God, wilt bring them down into the pit 

of destruction: 
Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall not live out 

half their days. (vs. 23) 

The failure of all systems of government but the 
theocratic system to refrain from provoking war is 
ever an accompanying note of the harmonisation of 
the theme : 

Deliver us, Jehovah, from the evil man; 
Preserve us from the violent man: 
Who devise mischiefs in their heart; 
Continually do they gather themselves together for 

war. 
They have sharpened their tongue, like a serpent; 
Adders' poison is under their lips. 
Jehovah, the Lord, the strength of our salvation, 
Thou hast covered our head in the day of battle. 
Grant not, Jehovah the desires of the wicked; 
Further not his evil device lest they exalt them- 

9elves. 
An evil speaker shall not be established in the 

earth. 
The upright shall dwell in thy presence. (140) 

The thought with the singers is, that in the end, as in 
their end in old Israel, the nations will be brought into 
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captivity, to bring about universal theocratic democ- 
racy. If the reader will hold the last line of the song 
just above in mind imtil we come to the comparison of 
fragments of the 120th psahn with the strains of the 
15th psalm, the basic cause of war will come to light, 
together with the plain reason for the singers' confi- 
dence that this cause will in the end be removed, and 
that with the removal of this cause nations will sweep 
into a great humanitarian movement under the theo- 
cratic banner. But now we listen to the grand 
symphony of the end of war apart from its causes : 

Come, behold the works of Jehovah. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth tiie spear in 

sunder; he bumeth the chariots in the fire. 
Be stiU, and know that I am God : I will be exalted 

among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. 
Jehovah of hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Oh clap your hands, all ye peoples; 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises: 
Sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 
Sing ye praises with understanding: 
God reigneth over the nations : 

« ♦ ♦ 

For the shields of the earth belong unto God: 
He is greatly exalted. (46:8; 47:1-9) 

In this universal chorus the theocratic democracy is 
viewed as won. But now to turn back to the 120th 
psahn with its indication of the prevalent treacheries 
that are the occasions of war, and with its gentle 
guidance of our minds to the cause of war, the removal 
of which cause will be the signal for the world-oratorio 
simg by anticipation just above. 

In our distress, we cried unto Jehovah, and he an- 
swered us. 
Deliver our soul, Jehovah, from lying lips. 
And from the deceitful tongue. 
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Our soul hath long had her dwelling 
With them that hate peace. 

We are for peace; but when we speak, they are for 
war. 

"We are peace," is the yet stronger expression of the 
original in the last line above. This is to say, the 
singers mean to tell us, that the theocratic community 
is a community destructive to war. It is a community, 
as is sung in the 15th psalm, which makes a certain 
economic crime impossible. Not until this crime is 
removed, shall war cease; for the crime wars on the 
vitals of human society. Very subtle and wonderfully 
gentle is the singers' skill that points us to this crime. 
By placing fragments of this song with a single line of 
the 15th psalm, we are drawn upon a concluding line 
of the 15th psalm which acquaints us with the cause 
of war, thus : 

Woe is me, that we sojourn in Meshech! (120th) 
Jehovah, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle. (15th) 
He that putteth not out his money to interest. 

(15th) 
Wlio shall dwen in thy holy hill? (15th) 
The upright shall dwell in thy presence. (140th) 

The last line is the line that the reader has been hold- 
ing in mind from a previous song, in which we viewed 
the promise of a great humanitarian movement, which, 
under God, will sweep the world under the columns of 
the theocratic democracy. The third line, in its final 
word, names the cause of war — unequalized interest. 
Interest founded not on an equalization of this insti- 
tution, but on economic falsehood, is at once father and 
son to war. It is the false access to the fruits of men's 
labors that enables the war-lords to finance wars ; and 
it is the shark that bites a greater proportion of the 
fruits of men's labors after all wars. "Bite" is the 
Hebrew name for this economic crime, and sometimes 
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its equivalent, "exaction." Unequalized interest, to use 
a further figure, tends to crush men with sinews of 
extortion. This we have proved in another book, 
running through the thousands of years of the history 
of civilization.^® 

All that is required now, is to admit that without 
borrowed funds a sustained modem war would be im- 
possible ; and without unequalized interest, funds would 
scarcely be forthcoming with which to finance war. 
With this admission alone, it will follow, the more it 
is thought of, that our songs are everywhere directed 
to our age of partial democracy, as distinctly as if they 
were now sung out of the skies. 

But, some one will say, is it not the duty of the 
righteous man to fight, if he is pressed to it? Most 
certainly it is his duty ; but fighting to ward off evil is 
not war but defense. War is aggression. It goes be- 
yond defense; it is prompted by motives of economic 
aggrandizement ; it leaves the aggression of interest in 
its wake. Wherever there is a war fought out on the 
basis of leaving not merely a debt — ^which war must 
leave, — ^but an unequalized interest-bearing debt, — 
which no war should leave, an economic crime is fast- 
ened on the poor. And every such crime, in the vision 
of our singers, will ultimately carry home with due 
punishment on the heads of those who are responsible 
for the crime. Every such crime will go further, as a 
reward for suffering humanity: it will hasten the 
coming of the theocratic democracy, in which the 
crime will be impossible. As to the crime, God's own 
words : 



16 These passages are collected in the author's Science of Theocratic 
Democracy, chapter i. 
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In thee have they taken bribes to shed blood; thou 
hast taken interest and increase, and thou hast greedily 
gained of thy neighbors by oppression, and has forgot- 
ten me, saith the Loard Jehovah. (Ezek. 22:12, R. v.) 

Of wars of defense without interest-taking, the 
singers themselves picture the simplicity and God- 
directed wisdom and strength of this duty : 

He teacheth our hands te war; so that our arms do 

bend a bow of brass. 
Thou hast also given us the shield of thy salvation 
And thy right hand hath holden us up, 
And thy gentleness hath made us great. (18:34) 

When we read this stanza of song, we are not clear 
that the implication is not the thought, that the gentle- 
hearted are in their gentleness their best defense. The 
stanza is very near to singing, we suspect, that if we 
leave the teaching of war to the Almighty, He will 
teach us how to be quickly done with war. Certainly, 
even while we must have wars. He has taught us how 
to be soonest done with the effects of war. We may not 
heed the teaching, and continue to take imequalized 
interest, we stronger of the weaker, as a cheerful effect 
of the war. The interest will prove a doubtful blessing. 
Once again the gravity of this matter, if we care at all 
for final consequences. God himself is speaking: 

If a man be just, and do that which is lawful and 
right, and hath not wronged any, hath not given forth 
upon interest, neither hath taken any increase, hath 
kept mine ordinances, to deal truly, he is just, he shall 
surely live, saith the Lord Jehovah. If he beget a son 
that is a robber, and that doeth any one of these things, 
hath wronged the poor and needs, hath committed abom- 
ination, hath given forth upon interest, and hath taken 
increase; shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath 
done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his 
blood shall be upon him. (Ezek. 18:5-13) 

These are plain words, and they are reiterated in 
Exodus, Leviticus, Nehemiah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
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Proverbs and the Psalms.^^ The words are either true 
or false. If false, we have nothing left that is authentic 
and authoritative in the Bible. 

What then? 

Let us turn to the teachings of our songs, on the 
Falsehood of Riches for a first answer. 

IX 

The Falsehood of Riches 

OUR singers were poor men. They were men of 
small estate. They were such of their own free 
will and accord. They had seen better days in 
Babylon, they or their fathers. This is not to be taken, 
that they were poverty-stricken men. Between being 
poor and poverty-stricken, there is a great gulf fixt. It 
is the gulf of partial democracy. In partial democracy 
poverty is a natural sequence of the favors of law. 
Poverty is the outcast of privilege. In the government 
which our singers set up, privilege had not where to 
raise its head. Our singers were bent upon nothing 
partial. They sang of a heavens that stretched above 
them in equity. Their God was a God of equity : 

Thou dost establish equity; 

Thou executest justice and righteousness. (99:4) 

The equity thus established was in part at the 
singers' hands. They had established the theocratic 
democracy, and so their government was a fountain of 
equity. It gave them a holy feeling to be thus per- 
mitted to work out equity for their fellows, even tho' 
it held them back from the olden race of trying to get 
ahead of one another. This holy feeling they received 
in the contemplation of the fact that they were God- 



\ 
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like in their pursuit of equity. And so the singers in 
the above song continue right on with joy that the 
world affords a God holy in equity ; thus : 

Exalt ye Jehovah our God, and worship ye at his 
footstool: Holy is he. 

If a God of equity ruled, his children were rich with 
the heritage of their privilege to help abolish privilege 
by favors of law. Theirs was a joy beyond words. It 
was a new song indeed to sing in this sin-cursed earth : 

Oh sing a new song unto Jehovah; 

* « « 

Let the hills sing for joy together 
Before Jehovah; for he cometh to judge the earth: 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
And the peoples with equity. (91 :1) 

We give but the merest part oT the song, which 
should be sung in full, and by some one given the form 
of an oratorio dedicated to the abolition of involuntary 
poverty. 

Thus are we launched upon our subject — ^the false- 
hood of riches. We are launched upon a background of 
true singers. In the 45th psalm, which, according to 
Dr. Cheyne is the first of the three Messianic psalms of 
the collection, we have the first mention of the word 
"riches." At once we are upon the scene in which the 
"falsehood" of riches is abstracted forever. It is the 
scene of the dedication of wealth to God for the ex- 
tension and triumph of the theocratic democracy. 

The daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; 
The rich among the people shall entreat thy 
favor. (45:12) 

And SO entreat the abolition of the favors of law.*® 
Such entreaty coming from the rich to enrich the 
world, will fill the world with new joy; the song 
continues : 



16 Compare the author's Science of Theocratic Democracy, chapter z. 
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With gladness and rejoicing shall they be led. 

It will be a joy for all the poples of the earth is the 
final chord. This is magnificent. 

At once it is seen that our singers, voluntarily poor, 
tho' not poverty-stricken, tho' they may be, know that 
they have a song for the rich of all lands, as for the 
lowly of their own land. This is brought out in the 
second mention of riches in the collection. 

Hear this all ye peoples; Give ear, all ye inhabit- 
ants of the world, 
Both low and high, rich and poor together. 
Our mouths shall speak wisdom. (49:1) 

An appeal this is, to every man possessed of riches, 
to dedicate his riches to the furthering of the righteous 
community. In our day, it is an appeal to put this 
community on visible foundations. It is an appeal, in 
the name of the judgment day, to the rich man to dedi- 
cate his wealth to practical steps that will abolish, or 
at least equalize, the taking of interest. So stands the 
law of God, and so sing our singers : 

Jehovah who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? 
He that walketh uprightly and worketh righteous- 
ness; 
He that putteth not out his money to interest. 

The falsehood of riches is in this particular any 
contrary suggestion from what source ever so high, 
which makes light of the expressed ordinance. True, 
the singers are but poor men ; but once they were rich ; 
and their wealth, and their station, they have re- 
signed for God's kingdom and truth. They are speak- 
ing the truth, as can be scientifically ascertained, if 
one wants the truth. Of course, if one wants riches 
instead of the truth, there is enjojnnent even in error; 
but the words of Christ will meet him in the judgment 
day: 
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And he that was sown among the thorns, is he that 
heareth the word; and the care of the world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh 
unfruitful. (Mt. 13:22) How hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of God! . . . 
Children how hard is it for them that trust in riches 
to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a 
camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man 
to enter iijto the kingdom of God. But woe unto you 
that are rich! for ye have received your consolation. 
Woe unto you, ye that are full now! for ye shall hunger. 
(Lk. 6:24) 

The third mention of riches in the psalms is a word 
in evidence of the havoc that has been wrought by 
riches in the knowledge of our singers : 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich. 
When the glory of his house is increased. (49:16) 

There is a word for wealth that the old English 
version translated "riches." but which the revised 
version translates as "abundance." In this instance, 
as before, it is not that abundance is possessed, but 
that it is possessed in violation of God's revealed will ; 
thus: 

Better is a little that the righteous hath 

Than the abundance of many wicked. 

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken; 

But Jehovah upholdeth the righteous. 

Jehovah knoweth the days of the perfect; and their 

inheritance shall be for ever. 
But the wicked shaU perish. (37:16) 

There is contrast between the theocratic common- 
wealth and the rich man in the next song-fragment : 

Lo, this is the man that made not God his strengrfjh. 
But trusted in the abundance of his riches. 
And strengthened himself in his wickedness. 
But as for us, we are like a green olive-tree in the 

house of God; 
We trust in the lovingkindness of God for ever and 

ever. 
We wiU give thanks for ever, because thou hast 

done it; 
And we will hope in thy name, for it is good, m the 

presence of thy saints. (62:7) 
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These are remarkable words. The singers, number- 
ing themselves among the voluntary poor, to make 
many rich, are glad that God's kingdom requires it of 
them. If some one suggests that they have surren- 
dered positive good in the form of honors and earthly 
riches, to help on in the cause of an unseen God, who 
perchance is non-existent, the singers will respond, 
that God's name is good enough for them. They will 
stake their hope on his name. This is fine. It is no 
wonder that theocratic democracy obtained success 
with these singers at hand. A smaller band than their 
number, if persuaded to go abroad singing the verity 
of God's word in Psalm 15.5, would work similar won- 
ders, even in this materialistic age. Commercialism 
cannot abide such singing. The only wonder is, why 
does not some one begin this choral work? The next 
fragment of our singers' songs that is concerned with 
riches, seems almost a characterization of our poor 
hesitancy to begin this all-important work. 

Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of 

high degree are a lie: 
In the balances they will go up ; 
They are altogether lighter than vanity. 
Trust not in oppression, 
And become not vain in robbery: 
If riches increase, set not your heart thereon. 
God hath spoken, once, twice have we heard this, 
That power belongeth unto God. (62:9) 

The entire 73d psalm is a song-board, at the cross- 
roads of life, we may say, to every one of us in this 
matter. If we have a stock of riches in store in which 
we are resting; or if we have nothing, but ourselves 
and our voices, and still are resting; and if while we 
are resting Ps. 15.5 finds us with closed purses, closed 
lips and easy consciences, this is surely our psalm, for 
us to take to heart : 
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Surely God is good to Israel, 

Even to such as are pure in heart. 

But as for us, our feet were almost gone; 

Our steps had well night slipped. 

For we were envious of the arrogant^ 

When we saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

Their eyes stand out with fatness: 

They have more than heart could wish. 

They scoff, and in wickedness utter oppression; 

They speak loftily. 

They have set their mouth in the heavens. 

And they say. How doth God know? 

And so the song goes on for our benefit. We hear it 
many a time said these days, How does God know ? Is 
there knowledge in the Most High about the Bible? 
Does he know anything about Ps. 15.5? Has he any 
knowledge about our modem needs of capital? Could 
he bring capital to men's uses without the need of un- 
equalized interest payments for the use of the money? 
Has he done so ? 

Well he has. We pay no interest whatever on the 
use of water to him ; no interest on the use of the gold 
that he has created — ^not to him. We pay him no in- 
terest for the use of sunshine or soil; no interest on 
spring-time and seed; no interest on coal and oil and 
copper and brass and iron; no interest on the use of 
the forces of gravity, electricity, sound, light or heat; 
no interest on summer and winter; no interest on the 
inertia of matter; no interest on laughter and music 
and childhood and knowledge and friendships and love ; 
no interest on body, or soul, or the tomb. 

Interest on capital, unless we universalize interest? 
Friends, the things above mentioned are basic capital. 
The capital we create, is often created by devices which 
we raise to make these things scarce, where God has 
made them abundant. That is the wickedness of the 
rich man's abundance. If we raise too much wheat, 
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wheat will be too cheap, and away will go our profits. 
If we double the yield of potatoes, which we could 
readily do on a few million of our thousand million 
acres, what would become of prices? Must we starve 
first, to save others from starving? 

And all the while we know that we should serve first, 
that none may be starving. If we universalized in- 
terest, abundance would be profitable to all. 

But we are entering the field of another book, the 
Science of Theocratic Democracy, and this book has to 
do with the Songs of Theocratic Democracy. So we 
would best keep ourselves in the songs to their end. 
The next reference to riches is in the 112th psalm. The 
riches of the theocratic community is the theme : 

Blessed are they that fear Jehovah, 

That delight greatly in his commandments. 

Their seed shaU be mighty upon the earth. 

This song is a page out of the singers' own heart and 
lives. They have become poor that the community 
might become rich. They have dispersed their own 
wealth, that they might be able to point to the 
theocratic democracy as the only form of political 
society in which a just distribution of wealth can 
possibly obtain. 

The next reference of these singers to riches — and 
what right they have purchased to sing us the truth 
of true riches, and the falsehood of deceitful riches ! — 
is found in the 119th Psalm. It is our last reference at 
their hands. Again it is a community reminder. As 
such it is perfectly grand, in the light of their sacri- 
fices to build a theocratic community on the word of 
Grod, at all hazards, and at whatever cost. It is a song 
that fills the universe with its reN«\^x^\^TL^- 
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With our whole heart have we sought thee: 

Oh let us not wander from thy commandments. 

Thy word have we laid up in our heart, 

That we might not sin against thee. 

Blessed art thou, Jehovah: 

Teach us thy statutes. 

With our lips have we declared all the ordinances 

of thy mouth. 
We have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as 

much as in all riches. 
We will meditate on thy precepts, and have respect 

unto thy ways. 
We will delight ourselves in thy statutes : 
We will not forget thy word. 

X 

The Falsehood of Holiness 

Ascribe unto Jehovah^ O ye sons of the mighty^ 
Ascribe unto Jehovah glory (ind strength. 
Ascribe unto Jehovah the glory due unto his name; 
Worship Jehovah in holy array. (Ps. 29) 

IN the above song our singers are calling on the 
forces of nature to array themselves in their sepa- 
rate and proper glories as an ascription of praise to 
the goodness and majesty of God in vital particulars. 
How strong and steadfast each force is, is one of the 
thoughts; how each force works out some practical 
effect, is another thought; what indescribable beauty, 
awe and astonishment become associated with these 
forces of nature, as the universal sentiments of man- 
kind, is another thought. Is man as true, as honored 
by his fellows, because of his conduct? Is every man 
equally revelatory, in his doings, — equally provocative 
of the thought of the goodness and greatness of God ? 
Is every man in his place, doing his bit for a great true 
world under God ? — ^These are the questions that prop- 
erly follow the command. Worship Jehovah in holy 
array. No garments belonging to a house of worship ; 
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no abstract essence or something that differentiates 
man in this house from his accustomed self; no satis- 
faction of God in clothes, or music, or oratory, or fine 
prayers in immaculate sentences, is the thought. All 
such array there may be ; but all such array is infinitely 
false if the liturgical and the formal worship moves in 
one direction, and the positive, definite, collecitive life 
of the worshippers moves in an opposite direction. 
Worship is a community expression. It is a formal 
expression of the beauty of unity. True worship 
means, Here we are all together again in the presence 
of God, to give thanks and praise that we are altogether 
one in our mutual sacrifices to render every life its 
becoming and necessary belongings, by the surrender 
of each for all and all for each, as the Author of our 
religion surrendered himself wholly and entirely for 
all and for each; and if we have not been true, as the 
saints were true, to this our privilege of common sur- 
render, here we are assembled to have our spirits 
rectified and made true, that from this assembly we 
mxLy go forth in a world where this trueness mdy be 
sowed in lovingkindnesses to reap faith in our comr- 
munity, in the heart of every one that has being, rich 
or poor, high or low, young or old, weak or strong. 

Such an expression is an expression of holiness. It 
is an expression that abolishes all distinctions between 
secular and religious. Whoever shares in the verities 
of this expression, is thereby rendered holy; for he 
thereby separates himself to take his part, to do his bit 
to fulfil God's plan; and this separateness is holiness, 
for separateness is the meaning of the word that is 
translated "holiness." Whoever shares place, or office, 
or honor, or esteem, or the beawtvtvjX ^ct^wsssr.^^ ^^ *<iM^ 
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liturgy of any body of people, or the robes, or the 
emoluments of a sacred society, but is wanting in this 
spirit of every day service ; such a person is not holy. 
Though not necessarily a sham, such a person is the 
victim of false ideas of holiness. He may be said to 
partake of, and to further, the falsehoods of holiness, 
the mere make-believes of the spiritual world. 

Our singers wre none such. They sang as they lived, 
and lived as they sang. And as they sang, they were 
able to sing of themselves as conscious of being holy. 
The scholar, who delves into the innermost meaning of 
words, is struck with beauty and sincerity of this con- 
sciousness on the part of the singers ; thus Dr. Chejme : 

"Hardly any recognition of present sin on the part 
of the community." ^^ 

The songs will convey this quality, and in its par- 
ticulars, to the reader. 

Know that Jehovah hath set apart for himself them 
that are godly. 

If there be iniquity in our hands, let the enemy pur- 
sue our soul and overtake it. Yea, let him 
tread down our life to the earth and lay our 
glory in the dust. (7:3, 5) 

Judge us, Jehovah, according to our righteous- 
ness, and to our integrity that is in us. (7:8) 

Jehovah is righteous; he loveth righteousness; the 
upright shall behold his face. (11:7) 

Who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous- 
ness. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 
(15.5) 

Jehovah, Thou art our Lord; we have no good be- 
yond thee. 

As for the saints that are in the earth, they are the 
excellent in whom is all our delight. (16:2) 

We have set Jehovah always before us. 



iTEncyc. BibUca, III. 3927.8 ii.a. 
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Thou wilt show us the path of life; 

In thy presence is fulness of joy; 

In thy right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more. (16:8. 11) 

We have kept the ways of Jehovah, and have not 
wickedly departed from our God. 

Our feet have not slipped. (18:21, 36) 

Who is a rock, besides our God, 

The God that girdeth us with strength, and maketh 
our way perfect? (18:31) 

This is the generation of them that seek after him. 
(24:6) 

We have walked in our integrity; we have trusted 
also in Jehovah without wavering. And we 
have not sat with men of falsehood; neither 
will we go with dissemblers. We hate the as- 
sembly of evil-doers, and will not sit with the 
wicked. 26:1-6) 

4c 4c 4c 

119th Psalm 

We will observe thy statutes. (8) 

We will meditate on thy precepts. (15) 

We have kept thy testimonies. (22) 

Thy testimonies are our counsellors. (24) 

We have chosen the way of faithfulness. (30) 

We will run the way of thy commandments. (32) 

We have longed after thy precepts. (40) 

We trust in thy word. (42) 

We have hoped in thine ordinances. (43) 

We shall not be put to shame. (46) 

We shall walk at liberty. (45) 

We have remembered thy name. (55) 

We have observed thy law. (55) 

We have thought on our ways. (59) 

We are companions of all them that fear thee. (63) 

With our whole heart will we keep thy precepts. 
(69) 

We have hoped in thy ward. (74). 

We will never forget thy precepts. (93) 

We are thine. (94) 

We love thy law. (97) 

We have more understanding than the ancients, be- 
cause we have kept thy precepts. (100) 

We have refrained our feet from every evil way. 

(101) 
We have not turned aside from thine ordinances. 

(102) 
We have sworn and confirmed it. (106) 
We have inclined our heart to perform thy statutes. 

(112) 
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We love thy testimonies. (119) 

We love thy commandments. (127) 

We hate every false way. (128) 

We longed for thy commandments. (131) 

Our zeal has consumed us. (139) 

We shall Uve. (144) 

We have called with our whole heart. (145) 

We beheld the treacherous and were grieved. (168) 

We rejoice at thy word. (162) 

We hate and abhor falsehood. (163) 

We have hoped for thy salvation. (166) 

We have done thy commandments. (166) 

We have chosen thy precepts. (173) 

We do not forget thy commandments. (176) 

Ye shall eat the labor of your hands, that walk in 

Jehovah's ways. Ye shall be happy and it shall 
be well with you. (128:1) 
Our heart is not haughty, nor our eyes lofty. Surely 

we have stilled and quieted our soul. (131:1) 
Jehovah will perfect that which concemeth us. (138 :8) 
Search us, God, and know our heart; 
Try us, and know our thoughts; and see if there be 

any wicked way in us. 
And lead us in the way everlasting. (139:14-24) 

This sense of holiness, perfectly free as it is from 
sham, and the joy of its righteousness, are the more 
remarkable, if we observe the deep penitence of the 
singers when they are conscious of having broken 
God's law: 

Eemember not the sins of our youth, nor our 
transgressions. (25 : 7 ) 

We acknowledged our sin unto thee, and our in- 
iquity did we not hide: we said, we will con- 
fess our transgressions unto Jehovah; and thou 
forgavest the iniquity of our sin. (32:5) 

We will declare our iniquity; and will be sorry for 
our sin. (38:18) 

Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse 
us from our sin. For we know our transgres- 
sions; and our sin is ever before us. Against 
thee, thee only, have we sinned, and done that 
which is evil in thy sight. (51:2) 

We said, O Jehovah, have mercy upon us; heal our 
soul; for we have sinned against thee. (41:4) 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of 
thy name; and deliver us, and forgive our sins, 
for thy name's sake. (78:9) 



} 
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Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people; thou 
hast covered all their sin. Thou hast taken 
away all thy wrath; thou hast turned thyscdf 
from the fierceness of thine anger. (85:2) 

We have sinned with our fathers, we have com- 
mitted iniquity, we have done wickedly. (106:6) 

XI 

The Falsehood of Opinion 

** Nothing appea/rs more surprising, to those who con- 
sider human affairs with a philosophical eye, than the 
easiness with which the many are governed by the few; 
and the implicit submission with which men resign their 
own sentiments and passions to those of their rulers. 
When we enquire by what means this wonder is effected, 
we shall find, that as FORCE is always on the side of 
the governed, the governors have nothing to support 
them, but opinion. It is therefore, on opinion that goV' 
emment is founded; and this maxim extends to the most 
despotic and most military governments, as well as to 
the most free and m^st popukLr." — ^David Hume.^® 

THE maxim extends as well to theocratic govern- 
ment. Government in so perfect a form of 
democracy necessarily implies the conset of the 
governed. It implies, beside, some constant source of 
inspiration whereby the intelligence, if not the genius, 
of the governed will be kept wide awake to the pitfalls 
which democracy is prone to invite. In the early theo- 
cratic democracy our singers constituted this source of 
inspiration. They were awake at once to the blessings 
and to the snares of the union. Persuaded that they 
had launched no odd and passing experiment of gov- 
ernment, but the only true form of government, they 
were instinct with the desire to keep the daily chan- 
nels open for Heaven's guidance of public opinion. 

Teach us to do thy will; for thou art our God; 
Thy spirit is good; lead us in the land of upright- 
ness. (143:10) 



18 Political Discourses. 
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Morning by morning will we destroy all the wicked 

of the land; 
To cut off the workers of iniquity from the city 

of Jehovah. (101:8) 

Manifestly, the surest way to break down pure 
democracy is to effect the seizure of all channels of 
opinion that may give their daily voice to the proclama- 
tion of the stated laws of God. In our own day it may 
be said, if we are thinking, like our singers, of daily 
publications, that the ideal publication is yet to come. 
The writer knows of no daily publication, no weekly 
publication, no monthly publication, and no annual 
publication, secular or religious, which has for its pro- 
gram the promulgation of the stated laws of God and 
the watchful and constant analysis and disproof of the 
availability of any other form of social or political 
opinion to further the cause of true democracy. If we 
seek reasons why this is so, we have it stated that daily 
journals are too dependent on the cost side of publi- 
cation to raise a voice purely for the good of all. Thus 
Mr. Sidney A. Reeve: 

"The degeneration of the newspaper arises from a 
single corrupting force : profit-seeking. . . . This is 
what is the matter with journalism. . . . The com- 
petitive system forces every striver to have one eye 
cocked always for success, since only by success can he 
live. . . . No news must be printed, no editorial at- 
titude taken, which may offend large advertisers or 
large bodies of subscribers. The news and the manner 
pf its presentation, in scare-heads and sensational con- 
tents, must be debased to the task of securing circula- 
tion; the editorials to that of currying favor. Our 
journals have exactly the same problem of intellectual 
independence invaded by need of pecuniary endowment 
which threatens the proper usefulness of our universi- 
ties, our theatres, and our churches. 

"Only let the matter be graphic and sensational 
enough to arrest and divert the weary attention for a 
moment from the grim demands of the daily struggle! 
Only let it not be a thing to stay by one, demanding 
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serious consideration, effort at understanding, reflection, 
offering its addition to life's accumulated wisdom I For 
there is no time or strength for such things in the com- 
j)etitive campaign. He who preserves them must give 
up all economic hope and drop resignedly into the ranks 
of the unpaid; the laborers, the scholars and the artists. 

"It is to such an audience as this that journalism ne- 
cessarily caters today and by the verdict of which it 
lives or dies. The survival of the sensational is inevit- 
able. 

"Let barter be but abolished and journalism will rise 
from its bed of mud as a whitened angel. Of advertising 
there will be no more. Bulletins there will be in plenty, 
but not often of prices; only of real novelties on the 
market." i« 

These are the words of a practical man, as is seen 
from the last sentence. For our purposes they are 
words that call our attention to the defense of our sing- 
ing community in their erection of song between 
brains steeped with the desire of gain and the brains 
and heart of the great body of the people. No such 
thing as this obtained in their democracy : 

"The scarlet sunset steeps the sky 
Now swift the yellow newsboys fly; 
They flip the fleeting cable-car; 

They dive among the throng; 
While, shrieked above the roar and jar. 

Soars their seductive song. 

"*Ere y'arri 

Paper-arr ! 

Extree five o'clock big double family murder and 

suicide ! ! 
Bloody supplement ! ! ! Many lives lost ! 1 1 1 20 

Our singers strike in on this ungodly matter with 
their very first notes, in the first psalm, which is their 
prologue to their collection of songs, every song ring- 
ing true to the prologue : 

Blessed is the people that walk not in the counsel of 
the wicked. 



10 The Cost of Competition, found in Melvin L. Severy's Gillette's Social 
Redemption, Boston, 1907, pp. 599, 603. 

20 Bertrand Shadwell, in the New Age, London, England, also in the 
above, p. 6Q2. 
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Why blessed? Because they are free from taking 
seat at the table with the scoffers of truth. In con- 
trast, the modem journal again : 

"I began life as a printer's devil and still have a few 
of that worthy's virtues. I have reported things ttiat 
never happened; written solemn, pellucid, pescud editor- 
ials by the yard about nothing; sat' in the mana^ng 
editor's uneasy chair, and I have checked the receipts 
from advertisements and chuckled over the balance in 
the bank. 

"The owner of the paper has no opinions on any- 
thing — ^no ideals — ^he has only a thirst and lust of has 
own. What he wishes is to make money — ^have a big 
circulation, wield an influence, and ride in a red-devu 
automobile. He has certain bulldog qualities which the 
writing men have not, otherwise they would own the 

gaper and he would be working in Dodd's packing- 
ouse. 

"The daily newspaper is the supreme corrupter of 
the life an j morals of the people. 

"There may be exceptions, nothing is impossible with 
God. 

"Newspapers are business ventures run to make 
money, and the money is made thru the sale of adver- 
tising space. In order to sell this s^ace the paper must 
have circulation, and to boom this circulation the paper 
resorts to sensation, and panders to the weak, the de- 
praved, the immoral and the prurient. It panders to the 
worst people and to the worst in the so-called good 
people. 

"We are all in a degree corrupted thru the daily 
newspaper. 

"The daily newspaper the educator of the people! 
God help us, it may be so! It educates into inattention, 
vacuity, foolishness, folly and sin. It saps concentra- 
tion, dissipates aspiration, scrambles gray matter and 
irons out convolutions.'*^! 

We can pick up the thread in the first psalm straight 
from the last words of this writer's true painting : — 

Like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 

The worst of the truth is, that nations are unde- 
termined by just this sort of thing. David Hume, fol- 
lowing Aristotle, we have shown in another work,^^ 



21 The PhUUtlne, April. 1906. 

22 See Science of Theocratic Democracy, chapter viii, Aristotle. 
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makes this very plain. This because no society can 
endure that is reared on the suppression of truth. 
Because in such case men are trying to build govern- 
ment on falsehood. Thus our singers are stirred to 
show: 

The peoples meditate a vain thing. (2:1) 
Thou wilt destroy them that speak lies. (6:6) 

They flatter with their tongue, 

Hold them guilty, O God; let them fall by their 

own counsels; for there is no faithfulness in 

their mouth. (5:9) 

With flattering lip, and with a double heart, do they 
speakl (12:2) 

They are corrupt, they have done abominable 

works. 
Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 

Who eat up our people as they eat bread? (14:1, 4) 

Save us from the lion's mouth. (22 :2) 

For we have heard the defaming of many; while 
they took counsel together. (31:13) 

Unrighteous witnesses rise up; they ask of us things 

that we know not. 
The abjects gathered themselves together against 

us, and we knew it not. 
Like profane mockers in feasts. (35:11-16) 

They that seek our hurt, speak mischievous things, 
and meditate deceits all the day long; they 
. . . lay snares for us. (38:12) 

But we, as deaf men, hear not; for in thee, 
Jehovah, so we hope. (38:13, 15) 

Our own familiar friend, in whom we trusted, hath 
lifted up his heel against us. (41:9) 

Thy tongue deviseth very wickedness, like a sharp 
razor, working deceitfully. 

Why boastest thou in mischief, mighty man? thou 
lovest evil more than good ,and lying, rather 
than to speak righteousness. Thou lovest all de- 
vouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. ( 52 : 1 ) 

They have profaned their covenant. 
Their mouth was smooth as butter. 
But their heart was war. (55:21) 

Our soul is among the lions; even the sons of men, 
whose teeth are as spears and arrows, and 
their tongue a sharp sword. (67:4) 
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Their poison is like the poison of a serpent. (58:) 

Swords are in their lips. (59:7) 

They only consult to thrust down. They bless only 
with their mouth, but they curse inwardly; 
they delight in lies. (62:4) 

They encourage themselves in an evil purpose. 
. . . But God will shoot at them; with an 
arrow suddenly shall they be wounded, so they 
shall be made to stumble, their own tongue 
being used against them. . . . And all the 
upright in heart shall glory. (64:5) 

God is unto us a God of deliverances; God will smite 
through the head of his enemies, the hairy 
scalp of such a one as goeth on still in his 
guiltiness. (68:20) 

Strengrthen, O God, that which thou hast wrought 
for us. Eebuke the wild beast of the reeds. 
(68.28, 30) 

They that sit in the gate talk of us, and we are 
the song of the drunkards. Our adversaries 
are all before thee. Reproach hath broken our 
heart. (69:12,19,21) 

All the workers of iniquity boast themselves. They 
prate, they speak arrogantly. They break in 
pieces thy people, Jehovah, and afflict thy 
heritage. Consider, ye bruitish among the 
people. (94:4-5, 8) 

They have spoken unto us with a Ijring tongue; for 
our love they are our adversaries. (109:2, 4) 

The plowers plowed upon our back; they made long 
furrows. Neither do they that go by say. The 
blessing of Jehovah be upon you. (129:3, 8) 

The wicked speak against Thee wickedly, and thine 
enemies take thy name in vain. . . . We 
hate them with perfect hatred; they are become 
our enemies. (139:20) 

They have sharpened their tongue like a serpent; 
adders' poison is under their lips. . . who 
have purposed to thrust aside our steps. The 
proud have hid a snare for us, and cords; they 
have spread a net by the wayside; they have 
set gins for us. (140:3) 

Incline not our heart to any evil thing, to practise 
deeds of wickedness with men that work in- 
iquity: and let us not eat of their dainties. 
(141:4) 

As good an outline of the methods used to reduce 
peoples under the heel of absolutism is given us by the 



f 
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theocratic singers in the above strains, as is to be found 
in song. In fact, there is no government but the theo- 
cratic government that has issued such songs of re- 
sistance to cope with the seductions of private privilege 
and expediency. These songs, clothed in language 
brought down to date, would revolutionize all govern- 
ments, and purge all peoples of mischief-making 
assemblies. 

Remmbering the charge of Adam Smith, that re- 
ligion is a species of instruction the design of which is 
not so much to make good citizens of this world, as to 
prepare them for another and better world ; we can by 
no means lay the charge at the door of these songs. 
This will be contested by no one. Remembering the 
statement of Dr. Ward, that the advent of Christianity 
has proved a calamity ; we must admit, that, in so far 
as this is a fact, it is not the fault of the book of songs ; 
which have been placed in the custody of Christianity, 
it would seem, for far other than bare liturgical 
purposes. 

We turn to our final chapter, which may offer light 
on the problem of the Christitoity of the future. 
Certainly we are upon democracy now in its largest 
and divinest sense. It is the sense that delights and 
gratifies the heart of God in his provision for the gov- 
ernment of the earth. 
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XII 

The Messiah of Theocratic Democracy 

** There a/re no royal psalms in the sense supposed by 
most critics; there are three, and only three, psalms 
which are in the narrower sense Messianic, though in 
the broader sense a large proportion of the psalms de- 
serve this distinctive epithet" — Cheyne.^s 

THE present writer believes that it is by the way 
of the critics' words — ^by the way of the words 
of the scholars whose knowledge of the original 
tongues in which the Bible is printed is exhaustive — 
that we have the highest tributes that can be paid by 
the human mind to the notable teachings of the nature 
and character of God. These men are accustomed to 
weigh every word that is translated in the Bible in the 
scales of the ancients' usage of these words; and to 
weigh every Biblical institution in the scales of the 
ancient aspects of these institutions. 

Of these critics, Cheyne is the critic of critics. He 
is apt to speak the last word, and to speak it looking up 
from his poised scales, with his weights in plain view 
of our eyes. It is Cheyne, therefore, who speaks the 
exact word in a sentence that places the subject of the 
Messiah properly before the mind of the least initiated : 

"In the Psalms the ideal aspect of the kingship (of 
Messiah) , its religious importance as the expression and 
organ of Yahwe's sovereignty is prominent." 24 

The word "Yah we*' is the most exact translation of 
the word "Jehovah," that can be rendered, preserving 
the original sounds of the word. And the word 
"Jehovah" is the name for God used when he is asso- 
ciated intimately with the subject of earthly govern- 
ment, and in his association with earthly governments 
as such. It is therefore most delightful to meet with 



saEneye. BIbJica, UI., 3956.34. 24 ibid, 3058.1. 
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Cheyne's ability to state our subject in outline in three 
lines. His one word, "religious," we must understand 
from his previous statements, includes the secular ; that 
is, as our singers have shown, it presents the expe- 
riences of our every day life in the light of God's 
relation to these experiences. The experiences become 
clothed with new meaning and power, the songs lift us 
to see, when we discover the intimate part that God is 
prepared to take in human affairs. 

"But define God and His workings !" — ^that is the 
great human cry. Does God work singly in the 
counsels of His mind ? or is Mind beyond the realm of 
isolation? If the world is the material expression of 
Mind, is there a corresponding organic expression of 
Mind by which the external universe is governed? 

We may hold these questions in reserve for the 
moment, while we examine the so-called Messianic 
psalms. The three psalms that alone answer to this 
description in Chesme's judgment, will occupy our 
attention first. They are the 45th, 72d and 101st 
psalms. The 45th psalm reads: 

Thou art fairer than the children of men; 

Grace is poured into thy lips: 

Therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Gird on thy sword upon thy thigh, mighty one, 

Thy ^loijr and thy majesty. 

And in their majesty ride on prosperously. 

Because of truth and poorness and righteousness: 

And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever: 

A sceptre of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 

Thou hast loved righteousness and hated wicked- 
ness: 

Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee 

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

At thy right hand doth stand the queen in gold of 
Ophir. 

In this oriental picture, in which the bride is uauiaUTi 
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taken as the Church, and by the singers is taken as 
their kingdom of theocratic democracy, we distinguish 
many principles of the thocracy. Why is the royal 
person anointed king? because his sceptre is a sceptre 
of equity ; and because he has loved righteousness and 
hated wickedness. Why and by what means shall he 
conquer? because of truth and poorness and righteous- 
ness. If there is poorness, is there meanness and de- 
jection surrounding the king? by no means : the atmos- 
phere is one of surpassing joy and beauty. What is 
the relation of the kingdom to the king? that of inti- 
mate understanding and companionship: the king 
rejoices in the beauty of the kingdom. 

We examine the 72d psalm, where similarities are 
found. 

Give the king thy judgments, God, 

And thy righteousness unto the king's son. 

He will judge thy people with righteousness, 

And thy poor with justice. 

The mountains shall bring peace to the people. 

And the hills in righteousness. 

Hhe will judge the poor of the people. 

He will save the children of the needy, 

And will break in pieces the oppressor. 

In his days shall the righteous flourish and abund- 
ance of peace, till the moon be no more. 

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea. 

And from the River unto the end of the earth. 

And all the nations shall serve him. 

For he will deliver the needy when he crieth. 

And the poor ,that hath no helper. 

He will have pity on the poor and needy, 

And the souls of the needy he will save. 

He will redeem their soul from oppression and 
violence; 

And the precious will their blood be in his sight. 

Again in this psalm, as in the 45th psalm, we have 
the painting of the era of the righteous poor. Oppres- 
sion is done away; abundance is everywhere; the 
world is happy; justice and peace displace violence and 
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poverty ; hope of returning to power is cut off forever 
from the wicked. 
The 101st psalm accords with these psalms : 

I wiU sing of lovingkindness and justice: 

I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way : 

I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. 

I will set no base thin^ before mine eyes : 

I will know no evil thing. 

Whoso privily slandereth his neighbor, him will I 

destroy : 
He that hath a high look and a proud heart wiU I 

not suffer. 
Mine eye shall be upon the faithful of the land ,that 

they may dwell with me. 
He that walketh in a perfect way, he shall minister 

unto me. 
He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my 

house : 
He. that speaketh falsehood shall not be established 

before mine eyes. 
Morning bv morning will I destroy all the wicked 
of the land; 
To cut off all the workers of iniquity from the city 

of Jehovah. 

Falsehood a deadly sin! which before the king's 
eyes may very readily be that of false worship, 
in which the workers of iniquity are given formal 
standing as sustainers of the empty worship. Only the 
perfect in the way may acceptably minister unto the 
king. Deceit, perversity, baseness, turning aside, 
slander, high looks, proud hearts, falsehood, and the 
working of iniquity are the evils that shall meet with 
the severe punishment: lovingkindness, justice, per- 
fectness, faithfulness and wisdom are acclaimed with 
approval by the king. Here there is unison with the 
fifteenth and the twenty-fourth psalms. 

In the second psalm there is a Messianic message we 
believe, although Chesme hesitates to place the psalm 
as such among the Messianic psalms. These passages 
of the song seem plainly Messianic : 
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The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, against 

Jehovah, and against his anointed. 
Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 
I will tell of the decree: Jehovah said unto me, 

Thou art my son; 
Ask of me, and I will give thee the nations for thine 

inheritance. 

In the 18th psalm we have the words : 

Thou hast made me the head of the nations: 
A people whom I have not known shall serve me. 
As soon as they hear of me they shall obey me. 

Passages that show the singers bearing in a sense 
the sin of their fellows, either as a burden of heaviness 
to be taken to God in communion with him, or as a 
burden of intercession for the prosperity of the right- 
eous community upon the ground of its being the cause 
of Grod, should also come before us. God's character 
and purpose are being worked out in these instances, 
as is plainly evidenced. The heart of the singers is as 
Grod's heart; thus: 

We are pained and bowed down greatly. . . 
Lord, all our desire is before thee. Our heart 
throbbeth, our strength faileth us. (38:6) 

We are as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth 
Our enemies are lively, and are strong; and 
they that hate us wrongfully are multiplied. 
They also that render evil for good are adver- 
saries unto us, because we follow the thing that 
is good. (38:13, 19) 

Will not God search this out? For he knoweth the 
secrets of the heart. Yea, for thy sake are we 
killed aU the day long. (44:21) 

The zeal of thy house hath eaten us up; and the 
reproaches of them that reproach thee are 
fallen upon us. (69:9) 

A few pages back we held certain questions in re- 
serve concerning the possibility of an intermediary in 
government between God and man — a Messiah. We 
are always dividing ourselves into two camps, when 
this subject of Messiah, or anointed King, is raised. 
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There are critics who are convinced that quite all of 
the psalms should be referred to the righteous com- 
munity, and to the righteous community only. It is 
the righteous people who are the people of God's 
anointing. It is God himself who is King of this 
people. The voice of the people, in the theocratic democ- 
racy, is the voice of God; the people voice their own 
cause, which is the cause of equity and so at once the 
cause of God. The righteous community, therefore, 
becomes the kingly community. In it and it only are 
embodied the royal qualities that are pleasing to (Jod. 

Our singers were persuaded otherwise. And this is 
the crowning wonder and revealing beauty of their 
songs. We miss quite the whole truth, quite the 
marvel of marvels of the psalms, if we miss the deep- 
ness and trueness of their hearts in their bespeaking 
the listening ear of the world for the glory of the 
Messiah in their souls. We may arrive upon their 
truth by honest reflection. When we ask ourselves the 
secret of the unity of this people; when we press 
further for the secret of their love of justice and right- 
eousness; and still further for the secret of their 
contempt for honors and riches; and further still for 
the secret of their positive joy in setting up a govern- 
ment entirely free of hypocrisy, self-seeking, special 
privilege and the desire of getting ahead of each other 
in matters relating to the land and to other forms of 
property; and when we press for the secret of their 
wisdom relating to the desirability of putting an end 
to war ; and, finally when we press for the secret of the 
people's positive exhilaration in seeking to convert the 
world to a kindred love of God, and love of (Jod's law, 
and by mighty prayers, in the consciousness of a sinless 
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and vicarious life of obedience to God's revealed will — 
when we press thus far, what then? 

We arrive immediately upon a burning of our hearts 
within us. We feel the presence of the Messiah with 
as deep a sense of reality, as if he stood revealed in 
actual flesh and blood at our side. And somehow we 
feel that our singing community felt this presence when 
they were moved with the beauty and the desirability of 
surrendering their Persian honors to go establish true 
government once upon the earth founded upon 
obedience to God's law, in the belief that God would 
eventually sow the seed of this obedience in all hearts 
by the influence of the same unquenchable something 
within them that was at once a joy, a passion, a power 
that made all tasks easy, all burdens light, all souls 
brothers, and all obstacles opportunities. 

And this unquenchable something? — ^the spirit of the 
Messiah, bearing its first fruits, even before the 
Messiah's brief day in the flesh, when he likewise found 
the yoke easy and the burden light; when he also de- 
spised honors, building about him a group of men 
earnest and true, capable of being sent out to bear wit- 
ness that the kingdom of God was at hand, God's 
democracy, God's government of contempt for place 
and self-aggrandisement, God's rule of esteeming 
others better than one's self, God's reign of good-will, 
God's sceptre of righteousness and love. 

And Messiah then ? Present everywhere in spirit in 
our songs. Secret always of the holy ardor of the 
singers. Able to persuade the singers to have every 
line of the 15th psalm in its eternal truth once sung. 
Saving always out of the wrecks of time these songs 
with their key to the solution of the interminable 
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calamities that must follow Christianity, or any other 
possible institution of grace, where equal humility and 
equal sacrifice of every honor and personal prefer- 
ment, and equal courage to match the humility and sac- 
rifice and courage of this praying, singing, working 
and world-challenging ancient Hebrew community of 
captives-redeemed, is wanting. 

A Messiah, then, who understands that the true re- 
lation of every human being is his relation to this 
government. A Messiah whose understanding of the 
glory of such govemment-by-self-surrender is meas- 
ured by the zeal with which he offered himself, not 
merely to teach the all-fruitfulness of such surrender 
of the one for the all, but to make the offering of him- 
self for all. No singer of our songs could do more, and, 
measured by human limitations, no singer in his place 
of courage and obedience, could do less, than the 
Messiah was eternally prepared to do. And no singer 
of our songs who gave himself perfectly to keep, and 
as perfectly to cause to be sung, the statutes of God, 
as far as in him perfection lay, was unconscious of the 
fact that he was God-taught and God-moved so to do. 
And if we analyze the nature of God's teaching and 
God's moving upon our community-singers, one by one, 
we are at once upon the nature of the Messiah by whom 
it may even be said God was moved. The Messiah, or 
anointed one, was not such by virtue of ceremony, or 
appointment of state, or by objective delegation on the 
part of God. He was Messiah by virtue of the truth 
and passion of his being. He was anointed by the 
divine commission of the need of a created world for 
true government. He was necessarily invested with 
this commission from the moment that the moral gov- 



